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The Revelation Project – Overviews of the 7 Cities of Revelation 

Notice of Disclaimer – The following summaries of the seven cities in Revelation 

Chapters 2 & 3 are taken from Jeff’s book entitled “The Revelation Project.”  

Many of the statistics you will encounter have been accumulated through hours 

of reading and studying the works of other authors/historians/commentaries.  

These particular excerpts do not contain the ‘Works Cited’ notations, however, 

the book is appropriately documented with all sources.  The Revelation Project is 

available through this website’s store or through Amazon.com.  

 

 

Church at Ephesus 
 
The name Ephesus means “desirable.” Under Roman rule it bore the title of “The First 

and Greatest Metropolis of Asia.”   Its population has been estimated during this time by 

most theologians/commentators between 200,000 – 250,000 citizens.  It was located 

halfway between Rome and Jerusalem and was considered to be the geographical 

center of the Roman Empire, as well as the geographic and numerical center of the 

Christian population of the world.  A major seaport, Ephesus was also situated at the 

entrance of the valley which reached far into the interior of Asia Minor and was 

connected by highways with the chief cities of the province, making it the most easily 

accessible city in Asia, both by land and sea.  The geographic majesty of Ephesus was 

only enhanced by the architectural design of its buildings and streets, much of which 

has been excavated today.  Carved into the west slope of Mt. Pion is the 25,000 seat 

amphitheater.  The Marble Street stretched 1,600 feet from the great theatre to the 

harbor, boasting a width of 35 feet and beautiful gates at each end.  Considering these 

points, times in Ephesus were very prosperous.   

  

Spiritually, the city of Ephesus entertained a great many distractions.  The Temple of 

Artemis/Diana was considered one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World and she 

was considered the main deity of the city.  Many of the labor guilds were tied to the 

Temple of Artemis/Diana, earning their incomes by providing goods and services 

associated with the temple.  Empirical worship was also active within the city as well as 

the occult/magical arts.  Ephesus was also a major regional slave market prior to the 

Roman ascendancy over Asia.  The Jewish population here was sizable, contributing to 

the persecution of the Christians. 

 

The city of Ephesus does not exist today, but is known to be one of the finest excavated 

sites in Turkey today. 

 

 

Church at Smyrna 
 
The name Smyrna means “myrrh,” which is frequently mentioned in Scripture in 

connection with the embalming of the dead.  Myrrh had to be crushed in order to give 

out its fragrance.  Smyrna’s population estimates cluster around the figures of 100,000, 
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200,000, - with some estimates going as high as 250,000 and even 400,000 citizens.  

Smyrna was located approximately 40 miles north of its rival city, Ephesus, and boasted 

two ports; the smaller port located nearest the city and another larger port outside of 

the city.  Smyrna was not only known for its physical beauty but also for the beauty of its 

women.  This city was also famous for science, medicine, and wine.  The major trade 

route eastward and inland provided Smyrna with an abundance of exports. 

  

Spiritually, the city had temples to Athena and Apollonius, but also was headquarters 

for imperial cult of emperor worship.  When it came to the social and economic status 

of the membership, we know they functioned under adverse circumstances.  The 

persecution was severe in Smyrna.  Christians were brought into the amphitheater of 

Rome to be fed to the lions in front of thousands of spectators.  Many were crucified, 

others were covered with animal skins and tortured to death by wild dogs.  Many were 

covered with tar and set on fire to serve as torches for streets and/or pathways, while 

others were boiled in oil or burned at the stake (Polycarp).     

 

The city of Smyrna is known today as Izmir, Turkey’s third largest city and second most 

important sea port. 

 

 

Church at Pergamum 
 
The name Pergamum has two meanings; “marriage” and “elevation.”  The second 

meaning of the name is probably due to the elevation of the acropolis, where the 

library, several temples, the theatre, and the palace of the ruler were located.  The 

most frequent estimations of population cluster around the figures of 120,000, 160,000 

and 200,000.  It was located approximately 45 miles north of Smyrna and 15 miles inland 

from the sea.  Pergamum was blessed with ample “fruitful corn-growing” land and a 

fresh water supply.  The original theatre is built into the western  slope of the acropolis 

and boasts the steepest seating of any ancient theatre.  Its 80 rows is estimated to have 

held 10,000 people and still maintains perfect acoustics along with a most breath-taking 

view.  The library is thought to have contained 200,000 manuscripts, making it the 

second largest library in the world.  The Sanctuary of Asclepius was located on the 

outskirts of the city, a renowned medical center named after the god of healing.  

Pergamum is probably best known for being the founding place for parchment (charta 

pergamena).  Its impressive temples, library, and medical facilities made it a renowned 

cultural and political center. 

  

Spiritually, there were a great many distractions in Pergamum.  Steeped in Imperial 

Worship, the city contained the first temple in Asia dedicated to a Roman Emperor, 

Augustus.   Athena, the goddess of knowledge, also maintained a prominent place 

having her sanctuary located beside the library and her statue in the library’s reading 

room.   The great altar of Zeus was positioned on the acropolis and was considered the 

main god of the city.  Asclepius, the god of healing whose symbol was a snake, had a 

complex located in the lower city (off of the acropolis) that covered approximately 

154,000 square feet.  In addition to these, other gods/goddesses were also worshipped, 
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such as Athena, Dionysus, Demeter, Persephone, Serapis, and Isis.  The same type of 

persecution that rocked the church of Smyrna was also happening in Pergamum.  If 

that wasn’t enough, the doctrines of Balaam and the Nicolaitans had found their way 

into the church. 

 

The city of Pergamum does not exist today, but is known as Bergama, Turkey.  The 

current day population is believed to be approximately 20,000 of which 2,000 profess to 

be Christians. 

 

 

Church at Thyatira 
 
The name Thyatira is probably the most difficult of all the seven cities to define. It comes 

from two words, one meaning a sacrifice, or an incense-offering; the other, that which 

goes on continually.  In marked contrast to the great populations of Ephesus and 

Pergamum, Thyatira was the smallest of the seven cities at approximately 25,000.  It was 

a wealthy city located in the Lycus River Valley, the northern part of Lydia of the Roman 

province of Asia.  Coinage from there suggests that Thyatira may have been a 

“garrison” town (military post) for many centuries.   

   

Spiritually, the city of Thyatira wasn’t much different from any of the other cities with 

respect to polytheism.  There was a magnificent temple for Artemis/Diana.  Also, the 

worship of Tyrimnos (Lydian sun god) was prominent.  The Temple of Sembethe was 

extremely active as well.  This was a Jewish-pagan mixed cult.  It is uncertain whether 

the membership consisted of Jews who had forsaken monotheism or Gentiles 

attempting to find a hallway house between Judaism and traditional polytheism.  

Guilds were also very prominent in Thyatira and probably more organized there than 

any other  ancient city.  Guilds were closely associated with the Asian religion of that 

area.  Pagan feasts, with which immoral practices were associated, were held, and 

therefore the nature of the guilds was such that they were opposed to Christianity. 

 

The city of Thyatira does exist today and is known as Ak – Kissar, Turkey (Turkish language 

– white castle).  The modern-day population hasn’t changed much, registering at 

approximately 20,000 residents.   

 

 

Church at Sardis 
 
The name Sardis is defined as “a remnant” or “those who have escaped.”  Sardis was 

another city of great size, approximately 120,000 residents, and was the capital of the 

ancient kingdom of Lydia.  Located 46 miles east of Smyrna, 28 miles west of 

Philadelphia and 31 miles south of Thyatira, Sardis was the pearl of the Hermus River 

Valley.  The city was positioned on the northern slope of Mt. Tmolus and the river bank 

of River Pactolus, which served as a moat, rendering the city practically impregnable 

and an important military strength.  Sardis was remembered as the first municipality to 
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mint coins of gold and silver.  It was also known for its carpet industry.  The great 

earthquake of 17 A.D. devastated Sardis both physically and financially and, though the 

Roman Emperor Tiberius remitted the taxes of the people and rebuilt the city,  Sardis 

was really never able to fully recover.  The wealth of Lydia and Sardis is legendary,  The 

Pactolus was said to have become rich in gold when the fabled King Midas dipped in 

the waters to rid himself of the “golden touch.”   

  

Spiritually, the city of Sardis was in disarray.  The goddesses of Cybele and Diana were 

the primary deities worshipped there.  Wealth and finances were plentiful within the 

city, leading the populous to a false sense of security.  There was a large Jewish 

community, evidenced by the excavation of the largest Jewish temple of that time 

period.  This temple was actually a section of the public gymnasium, which had been 

remodeled for their worship.  According to the verses, the church was well known in the 

community.  The fact that persecution is not mentioned would lead one to raise the 

question as to how this church was known within the city.   

 

The city of Sardis no longer exists.  There is only the small village of Sert-Kalessi (Sart) that 

remains near the site of this ancient city.  As one author so keenly stated, “Perhaps this is 

a reminder of the few who did not defile their garments.” 

 

 

Church at Philadelphia 
 
The name of Philadelphia is probably the most widely known name in the world.  It’s 

meaning is “brotherly love,” established by King Attalus II Philadelphus of Pergamum in 

189 B.C., who was known for his devotion to his brother and successor, Attalus II (159-138 

B.C.).  The city’s name carries on his legacy.  The population of Philadelphia for this era is 

not really known but is suspected to be a minimum of 10,000 and quite likely much 

larger.  Located on the acropolis was a citadel, which offered resistance to invaders.  

The city, itself, stood on a low, broad and easily defendable hill at the foot of Mt. 

Tmolus.  Both the Royal Road (trade route from Smyrna to the East) and the main north 

– south trade route (from Pergamum to Attalia) passed through the city.  In addition, 

Philadelphia controlled two of the most important valleys of western Asian Minor, the 

Hermus and the Meander Rivers.  Prosperity for the city came mainly through 

agriculture, such as grapes and sheep.  Wine production flourished as did the city’s 

reputation for wool products.  Like Sardis, Philadelphia was destroyed by the 

earthquake in 17 A.D., but was rebuilt with funds from Roman Emperor Tiberius. 

  

Spiritually, the city was much like the previous five cities we have studied.  The worship 

of other gods was very active here.  Prior to the Christian era, worshipped revolved 

around the gods of Olympus and the local gods more than around the artificial 

emperor-gods of the Romans.  Dionysus and Asclepius were to two main gods 

worshipped during the time of John’s letter to the churches; Asclepius as the god of 

healing, and Dionysus as the god of wine and revelry.  There was a large Jewish 

population in Philadelphia which intensified the persecution of the Christians.  Wealth 

and prosperity were quite evident in this city, which also played a role in the 
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“reasoning” against the Christians.  Due to the Christian perseverance, Philadelphia 

Christians were divinely protected through that period under the Roman emperors.  

Even as late as the Middle Ages, while other cities fell to the Muslims, Philadelphia 

remained Christian until the 14th century. 

 

The ancient city of Philadelphia does exist today and is called Alasehir (“city of Allah”).  

The current city boasts a population of more than 48,000.  There is not much known 

about the ancient city as the current city has been constructed over the same area 

where the ancient city once stood.   

 

 

Church at Laodicea 
 
The name Laodicea is a compound word meaning “the rights of the people.”  This 

appears to be rather obvious as the Laodiceans are chastised by the Lord for this very 

issue in verse 17.  Although there hasn’t been a true grasp of the population for this city, 

it is known that it was larger than neighboring Colossae, perhaps around 120,000.  

Laodicea was one of three cities located in the Lycus River Valley, with Colossae 9 miles 

to the east and Hierapolis 6 miles to the south.  It is most famously known for the 

aqueduct that brought water into the city from the hot water springs of Hierapolis.  The 

city was one of great wealth, refusing help from Emperor Tiberius when the earthquake 

of 17 A.D. struck, being rebuilt with the finances of the local inhabitants.  Laodicea 

earned its wealth through the production of textiles (black wool) and the banking 

industry.  It was also known for major contributions in the medical field, included a 

miraculous eye salve called “collyrium.”  One other interesting note is that most every 

other city only had a walled (contained) area around their acropolis.  Laodicea’s wall 

completely contained the entire city, which covered an area of approximately one 

square mile. 

  

Spiritually, the condition of the Laodiceans was at a critical point.  The statement from 

the Lord that this church was lukewarm was an inference that they were truly doing 

nothing.  The Scriptures tell us that they were basically a prideful church, inferring they 

had need of nothing.  However, as the Lord continues, He is quick to point out that they 

are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked, five attributes that were completely 

opposite of how this congregation saw themselves.  The principal deity worshipped in 

Laodicea was the Phrygian god Men Karou.  There were also many other gods who 

found followers within this city as well, such as male gods like Zeus, Apollo, Mithras, 

Dionysus and Helios, and female gods like Hera, Athena, Isis, and Sarapis.  The Jewish 

community is thought to have been rather large as well.  That there is no mention of 

persecution within these verses suggests that there was not much persecution, also 

suggesting that the church was not out doing the work of the Lord. 

 

The city of Laodicea is now a deserted place called Eski-Hissar (old castle).  The ruins of 

Laodicea are some of the most excavated of the seven cities, next to Ephesus. 


