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The Revelation Project 

Session 1  

 
 

I. What Is Eschatology ? 
A. Definition   

• Eschatology = G2078  eschatos  (es’-khat-os)  – farthest, final (of place or time): ends 

of, last, latter end 

• Merriam Webster Definition 

1. A branch of theology concerned with the final events in the history of the world 

or of humankind. 

• Oxford Dictionary 

1. The part of theology concerned with death, judgment, and the final destiny of 

the soul and of humankind. 

 

II. Why Study Revelation?  
− So, why do we have this pre-occupation with eschatology?  More importantly, why 

should every Christian be concerned with and knowledgeable about eschatology? 

A. Reasons Not to Study 
1. Too confusing?  Confusion is of the devil.   

− 1 Corinthians 14:33  “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches 

of the saints.” 

− James 3:16  “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.”  

2. Not meant to be understood; too hard for the average Christian.  Really? 

− Revelation 1:1  “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—

things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant 

John,” 

3. There is already an abundance of material available on the subject.  Not everything written 

on this topic is correct.  We need to be Bereans with the Word of God.   

− Acts 17:11  These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 

with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily*, whether those things were so. 

 

B. Scriptural Reasons to Study  
1. God calls us to study His Word.   

− 2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)  “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

2. We are to receive the teaching of the Word from others eagerly, but afterwards check the 

Scriptures ourselves to validate what we have heard.   

− Acts 17:11  “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 

with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 
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3. Let Scripture validate Scripture.   

− Deuteronomy 19:15  “One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any 

sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established.” 

− 2 Corinthians 13:1 “This will be the third time I am coming to you. “By the mouth of two or 

three witnesses every word shall be established.” 

The fact is that if we do not keep ourselves in God’s Word daily, not just reading but 

digging into spiritual truth, we will eventually grow cold, losing our “first love” and 

slowing start blending into the world, its ways and its views. 

 

C. Logical Reasons to Study  
1. 6 Practical Reasons To Study Eschatology by David Murray   

(https://www.ligonier.org/blog/6-practical-reasons-study-eschatology/) 

• Eschatology helps us to teach the church 

• Eschatology helps us to worship God. 

• Eschatology helps us to serve with zeal. 

• Eschatology helps us to hope in the midst of trouble. 

• Eschatology helps us to prepare for judgment. 

• Eschatology helps us to look forward to heaven.    

2. Why Christians Should Study Bible Prophecy  

• Prophecy acquaints us with the most important subject of the ages; God’s plan for man. 

• Studying Bible prophecy convinces us that there really is a God. 

• The literal fulfillment of prophecy teaches us that prophecy should be interpreted 

literally. 

• The study of prophecy prepares the Christian to avoid the deceptions of the many false 

prophets that are arising in our day. 

• The study of prophecy promotes an evangelistic church. 

• The study of prophecy tends to purify the believer. 

• Prophecy offers confident hope in a hopeless age. 

The problem is that if we are not studied, especially concerning the end times 

(eschatology), Hollywood and an entire slew of sensationalistic writers will dominate 

and influence the public view, missing the entire point of the judgments; even turning 

people against God. 
 

D. Understanding the Uniqueness of Christianity   

     How do we really know that Christianity is the correct religion? 

1. Islam 

− works based with no guarantee that you will be able to please Allah enough 

− convert the infidel or kill them (spirit of Esau) 

− the primary prophet is dead (Mohammad); violent man 

2. Hinduism 

− Reincarnation – the soul changes bodies until it becomes one with the Supreme Soul 

− Karma – your current life is a result of the Karma you created in the past life. 

− Multiple paths to the god; multiple gods worshipped  

3. Buddhism 

− be one with yourself and your surroundings 

− test everything to see if it stands up to your own standards as true or not true 



3 

Session 1 – The Basics study guide – JJWF Ministries International, Inc. 

− reincarnation – karma dictates how your next life will be  

− only through education and meditation can one escape the cycle of re-birth to enter 

Nirvana 

− the primary prophet is dead (Buddha) 

4. Judaism 

− focused on the relationships between the Creator, mankind, and the land of Israel 

− law (Pentateuch – first five books of O.T.), works based   

− await coming Messiah; Jesus rejected as Messiah and Son of God  

 

No other religion in the world places its complete focus upon the relationship 

between deity and its people.  Because God is love, we have the assurance of eternity 

with Him.  Because He indwells us with His Holy Spirit, we walk in the same power and 

authority as the One who came and died for us.  He has blessed us every spirit blessing 

(Ephesians 1:3) in the heavenly places in Christ and has given to us all things that pertain 

to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).  
 

III. Getting Started:  The Basics 

A. Confusion: Division & Overcoming 

1. Division 
− Enemy’s Plan – Divide and Conquer 

2. Overcoming 
− Get familiar with the Bible 
− Cross-reference your study with different versions of the Scriptures for consistency of 

your interpretation. 
− Stay with the main versions, such as KJV, NKJV, ASV, ESV, NIV, etc., as your main study 

bibles. 
3. Trust the Holy Spirit to guide you through the passages and speak to you regarding 

interpretation. 

−  

B. Interpreting the book of Revelation 

1. Bible – not an American book, but a Middle-Eastern book 

2. The Eight Rules of Biblical Interpretation 
(http://www.ecclesia.org/truth/8-rules.html) 

a. Rule of Definition 

− Any study of Scripture must begin with a study of words.  Define your terms and 

then keep to the terms defined. 

− This quite often may require using a concordance, as well as a Hebrew-

Aramaic/English or Greek/English lexicon to make sure that the sense of the English 

translation is understood.   

b. Rule of Usage 

− It is not worth much to interpret a great many phrases and histories if one’s 

interpretations are shaded by pre-conceived notions and cultural biases, thereby 

rendering an inaccurate and ineffectual lesson. 

c. Rule of Context 
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− Every word you read must be in light of the words that come before and after it.  

Many passages will not be understood at all, or understood incorrectly, without the 

help afforded by the context. 

− Context is absolutely critical to properly interpreting Bible verses. 

− We must keep in mind that the interpretation of a specific passage must not 

contradict the total teaching of Scripture on a point.  Individual verses do not exist 

as isolated fragments, but as parts of a whole. 

d. Rule of Historical Background 

− The interpreter must have some awareness of the life and society of the times in 

which the Scripture was written. 

− You must have at least some familiarity with the Jewish language, beliefs, and 

practices at the time of the biblical writing. 

− We cannot take our modern language understanding and try to force first-century 

Greek into it. 

e. Rule of Logic 

− Interpretation is merely logical reasoning.  The Bible was given to us in the form of 

human language and, therefore, appeals to human reason – it invites investigation. 

f. Rule of Inference 

− An inference is a fact reasonably implied from another fact.  It is a logical 

consequence and derives a conclusion from a given fact or premise. 

g. Rule of Genre 

− A ‘literal’ approach to Scripture recognizes that the Bible contains a variety of 

literary genres, each of which has certain peculiar characteristics that must be 

recognized in order to interpret the text properly. 

− An incorrect genre judgment will lead one far astray in interpreting Scripture. 

h. Rule of Dependence on Holy Spirit 

− The Holy Spirit doesn’t guide into interpretations that contradict each other or fail 

to have logical, internal consistency.   

− The function of the Holy Spirit is not to communicate new truth or to instruct in 

matters unknown, but to illuminate what is revealed in Scripture. 

Before you ‘go to the commentaries,’ go to the Scriptures and study them inductively 

with dependence on your Teacher, the Holy Spirit, Who Jesus promised would guide 

us into all truth (John 16:13).  Remember that the Scriptures are always the best 

commentary on Scripture.  Any commentary, even those by the most conservative and 

orthodox teacher/preachers cannot help but have at least some bias of the expositor 

based upon his/her training and experience, including this teaching. 

 
− Inductive = leading or drawing;  tending to induce or cause; leading to inferences; 

proceeding by induction; employed in drawing conclusions from promises 

(from the 1828 Webster’s American Dictionary of the English Language - 

https://1828.mshaffer.com/) 

 

3. Interpretive Views & List of Theologians 
(http://preceptaustin.org/revelation_commentaries.htm) 

− Preterist – This term comes from the Latin word “praeter” meaning “past.”  This 

viewpoint considers that the Revelation of Jesus Christ, as written by John, was fulfilled 
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in John’s lifetime.  In fact, this view holds that John wrote the book prior to the 

destruction of the temple in 70 A.D.  Its foremost purpose was to provide a source of 

hope, comfort and encouragement to those of the Church in that day.  Preterists view 

the entire book of Revelation as the struggles of the Church with Roman Empire.  The 

preterist viewpoint is held by many of today’s scholars, especially liberals and others, 

who deny that the book of Revelation is a prophecy of still unfulfilled events. 

− Historicist – Those who view the Revelation of Jesus Christ as being from the first 

century church (John’s day) to the end of the age.  This view suggests that John was 

describing the major events that would take place during the history of the Church, 

which would also suggest that we could see these events as we look back through the 

history of the earth.  This view was primary to most of the “reformers” and dominated 

end-times teachings for centuries but has since been disregarded by many because of its 

failure to satisfactorily deal with the many prophecies.   

− Spiritualist/Idealist – This group separates the book of Revelation entirely from any 

reference to historical events – whether those of John’s day, or those at the time of the 

end, or those at any time in between.  This viewpoint holds that everything in the 

Revelation should be taken figuratively or metaphorically.  John was simply writing 

about the spiritual conflict of good versus evil and not a personal physical experience.  

Most amillennialists will hold to this view.   

− Eclectic – This viewpoint picks and chooses elements from each of the other interpretive 

viewpoints and applies them at different places in the text.  It is the ultimate 

“interpretive smorgasbord” whose proponents proclaim combines the best from each 

system.  This sounds appealing and is in keeping with the trend towards diversity so 

prevalent in our day.  Rather than struggle within the restrictive framework of any one 

system, why not “have them all?”  The answer, once again, is hermeneutics, 

hermeneutics, hermeneutics!   

− Futurist – This viewpoint sees the book of Revelation, chapters 4 – 22, as yet to be 

fulfilled.  They will generally hold to a “literal” interpretation of the Scriptures, unless 

the facts are obviously to the contrary.  This camp views events such as the Rapture, the 

Tribulation Period, the Second Coming of Christ, the Millennium, the new heaven and 

earth, and the New Jerusalem as actual events yet to take place.  Variations of this 

viewpoint were held by many of the so-called early church fathers.  This viewpoint is the 

most widely held in American evangelical churches today, having experienced a re-

vitalization in the 19
th

 century. 

 

C. Biblical Numerology   
1. Its Presence In The Scriptures 

2. Examples In Revelation   

− “3”; “12”; “7” 

− 7 beatitudes of Revelation 

• Rev. 1:3; Rev. 14:13; Rev. 16:15; Rev. 19:9; Rev. 20:6; Rev. 22:7; Rev. 22:14 

 

D. Recurring Themes/Doctrine of First Occurrences   

1. Eden  
− The Original Garden of Eden (Gen. 3) 

− The Restored Garden of Eden  (Rev. 22) 

2. Isaac vs. Ishmael – children of promise vs. children of hopelessness 
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3. Kinsmen Redeemer  
− Boaz (Ruth 4) 

− Jesus (Rev. 5) 

4. Plagues  
− Egyptian (Ex. 7 – 10) 

− Israelites  (Num.21) 

− Earth  (Rev. 6 – 18) 

5. Rapture  

− Enoch (Gen. 5) 

− Elijah (2 Kings 2) 

− Jesus (Luke 24) 

− Philip (Acts 8) 

− 1 Cor. 15:53 

− 1 Thess. 4 

6. Judgment  
− Adam/Eve (Gen. 3) 

− Sodom & Gomorrah (Gen. 19) 

− rebellion of Korah (Num. 16) 

− Ananias & Sophira  (Acts 5) 

− Judgment Seat of Christ   (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:9 – 10) 

− Great White Throne Judgment  (Rev. 20:11 – 15) 
 

E. Three Major Divisions of Revelation   

− Rev. 1:19 – “Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the 

things which shall be hereafter.” 

1. The things which you have seen 

2. The things which are 

3. The things which shall be thereafter 

 
 
 


