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I. Review – Chapter 20 

A. Satan Bound 1,000 Years  vv. 1 – 3  

B. The Saints Reign With Christ 1,000 Years  vv. 4 – 6  

C. Satan Released & The Rebellion Crushed  vv. 7 – 10  

D. The Great White Throne Judgment  vv. 11 – 15  

  

II. Chapter 21  
A. All Things Made New  vv. 1 – 8  

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a 

loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 

with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 

crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”  5 Then He who sat 

on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words 

are true and faithful.”  6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He 

who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the 

cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all 

liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 

death.” 

1. New Jerusalem descends out of heaven from God. 
a. The first heaven and earth have passed away. 
b. Is this literal or figurative? 

• Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31 and Luke 21:33 all quote the exact same words of 

Christ saying, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass 

away.” 
• 2 Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which 

the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 

with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 

up.” 
c. Whether it is figurative or literal, there will be a complete removal of sin from the 

earth and there will no longer be a need for heaven. 

2. God Himself will dwell with His people. 
a. Wipe away every tear 

• Other than this chapter, the only other place we find this is in Rev. 7:17, which is 

referring to the time when God comes to dwell with His people.   
• Does this mean that there will be tears in heaven until the New Jerusalem 

descends and God comes to dwell with us? 
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b. No more death, sorrow, crying, pain 
c. God makes all things new. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.   

B. The New Jerusalem  vv. 9 – 21   
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came 

to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he 

carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the 

holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her light was 

like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high 

wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are 

the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:  

1. One of the angels who poured out the bowl judgments is John’s guide. 
a. From chapter 15, these angels come out from heaven’s temple. 

• This signifies that these angels are of a high priestly calling. 
• Their attire; long white robes with golden bands about their chest. 

2. The city is described as a bride. 
a. The bride is actually not a city made of buildings and dwellings. 
b. The bride is the Church that was raptured prior to the Tribulation Period. 
c. The city is representative of the Church, who has adorned herself in the finest 

linen, garments and jewels. 
3. John was carried away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain. 

a. Being carried away to a great mountain is symbolic for having a place of great, 

unobstructed vision in order to gain great perspective. 
• Ezekiel 40:2  In the visions of God He took me into the land of Israel and set me 

on a very high mountain; on it toward the south was something like the structure 

of a city. 

• Matthew 4:8 – 9  Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high 

mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And 

he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship 

me.” 

• Matthew 17:1 – 2  1Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his 

brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; 2and He was 

transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became 

as white as the light. 

4. The great city, New Jerusalem, descends out of heaven from God. 
a. John 14:2 – 3  2In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you 

may be also. 

b. The One who has known us even before He fashioned us in the womb has 

prepared a place for us in the glorious city. 

c. Can you imagine just how intimate and personal each place will be? 

5. This city will have the glory of God. 
a. All I can say is that the human body was not created to be able to withstand the 

full glory of God. 
b. The glory of the Lord is usually seen throughout the scriptures as a cloud of smoke. 
c. The jasper stone spoken of here is comparable to what we know as a diamond. 
d. This, to me, is beyond explanation. 

6. A great and high wall surrounds the city. 
a. Twelve gates, with an angel at each gate 
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b. Each gate has the name of one of the twelve tribes of Israel written on them. 
c. There are three gates on each side of the wall. 

14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve 

apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its 

gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he 

measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are 

equal. 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure 

of a man, that is, of an angel. 18 The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure 

gold, like clear glass . . . 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one 

pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.     

7. The foundation of the wall has the names of the twelve apostles on them. 
a. This will include Matthias and not Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Christ. 
b. The ‘twelve foundations’ is a reference to the work done by the twelve apostles 

of Christ, who laid the foundation of our faith and spread it throughout the entire 

world. 
• Ephesians 2:19 – 22  19Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 

foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 

God, 20having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21in whom the whole building, being 

fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22in whom you also are 

being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

8. The city is laid out as a square.   
a. This city is huge. 

b. Actually, the city is a cube. 

c. Verse 16 tells us that the dimensions are 12,000 furlongs long, 12,000 furlongs wide, 

and 12,000 furlongs high. 

• A furlong is equal to 660 feet.   
• 12,000 furlongs = 7,920,000 feet; divided by 5,280 = 1,500 miles 

• The approximate distance from Los Angeles to St. Louis; N.D./Canada line to 

bottom tip of Texas 

d. In comparison, this city would cover 65% of the continental U.S. 

e. The average domestic airline flight travels at approximately 38,000 feet.  This city 

would be 206 times higher than that altitude.   

f. Dr. Henry Morris, book entitled “The Revelation Record” 

���� Founder and president of The Institute For Creation Research 
���� His book “The Genesis Flood” launched the modern day creationist 

movement around the world 

• Calculated how much space each believer will have in their mansion 

• Approx. 20 billion population 
• Each mansion would be approx. 1/3 of a mile long, wide, and high 

g. The city is pure gold. 

9. The wall is measured at 144 cubits.  
a. A cubit is approximately 1.5 feet (18 inches).   

b. This wall measures approximately 216 feet tall, the equivalent of a 20 story 

building.  (one story = 10.8 feet)  

10. The gates were made of a pearl and the street was pure gold. 
a. Each gate was made out of one pearl. 

b. God likens the Word of God to a pearl that is not to be tossed out to people who 

have no interest, for they will trample it (no regard for it) and turn on you. 

• Matthew 7:6  Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before 

swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces. 
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c. The Lord also uses a parable concerning a ‘pearl of great price’ to illustrate the 

value of salvation and the kingdom of God. 

• Matthew 13:45 – 46  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking 

beautiful pearls, 46who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and 

sold all that he had and bought it. 

d. The reference to the ‘street’ is peculiar. 

• The inference here (through grammatical structure) is that this is the only street. 

• The Greek word “plateia” actually means an open square. 

C. The Glory of the New Jerusalem  vv. 22 – 27  
But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had 

no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its 

light. 24 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth 

bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no 

night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 27 But there shall 

by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who 

are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

1. The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple. 

2. There will be no sun or moon. 

3. The gates to the city will never be closed. 

 

III. Chapter 22 
A. The River of Life  vv. 1 – 5  

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of 

life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were 

for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of 

the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name 

shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the 

sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

1. The river of life flows from the throne of God through New Jerusalem. 
a. In the Scriptures, water has always represented life.  It is no different here. 

2. The tree of life is in the heart of New Jerusalem. 
a. Planted by the river of living waters 

• Psalm 1:3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings 

forth its fruit in its season, whose lead also does not whither; and whatever he 

does shall prosper. 
b. Bearing twelve fruits; each tree yielding its fruit every month 

• Ezekiel 47:12  Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river.  Their 
leaves will not whither, nor will their fruit fail.  Every month they will bear fruit, 

because the water from the sanctuary flows to them.  Their fruit will serve for 

food and their leaves for healing. 
c. The leaves of the tree are for the ‘healing of the nations.’ 

3. The ‘street’ is not necessarily how we would define it today. 
a. The Greek word used for ‘street’ can also be translated as ‘a wide open area or 

space.’  
• This brings to mind something like a city square. 
• The Old Testament word would be ‘agora,’ meaning a wide open place used 

as a market place.  
• Since the form of this word is either in the 1st or 3rd person and singular, this 

would be a logical explanation of this thought. 



5 

The Revelation Project – Week 12  – JWF Ministries International, Inc. 

 

b. The throne is the center of rule, activity and worship, so it would make sense that 

in this wide open space, we would find the throne of God. 
c. This is, however, pure speculation on my part. 

B. The Time Is Near  vv. 6 – 11 
6 Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets 

sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place.  7 “Behold, I am 

coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”  8 Now I, John, 

saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of 

the angel who showed me these things.  9 Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I 

am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of 

this book. Worship God.” 10 And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this 

book, for the time is at hand. 11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be 

filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” 

1. The Lord establishes Himself by revisiting Rev. 1:1. 
a. “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things 

which must shortly take place.” 

b. This is done through repetition. 

2. The sixth beatitude of Revelation. 
“Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

a. Again, the Lord uses repetition to instill His Word to us.  This is a recap of Rev. 1:3. 

• Rev. 1:3  “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.” 

3. John is rebuked by the angel.  
a. John is being shown the things in these last two chapters by one of the angels 

who poured out the seven bowl judgments. 
b. John is so overcome with what he sees that he falls down and worships the 

messenger. 
c. There is a strict rebuke from the angel. 

• “See that you do not do that . . . Worship God.” 
d. John is given the instruction to not seal this prophecy. 

• This prophecy is for everyone who will receive and keep it in their heart. 
• It is also a reminder for all who have been serving God that “he who endures 

until the end will be saved.” (Matt. 24:13; Mark 13:13)  

C. Jesus Testifies To The Churches  vv. 12 – 17 
12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according 

to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”   
14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, 

and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually 

immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.  16 “I, Jesus, have 

sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of 

David, the Bright and Morning Star.”  17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who 

hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life 

freely. 

1. Christ states that He is returning at any time, with His reward, to judge. 
a. This reward is none other than His bride, the Church. 
b. As seen last week, the bride will also sit upon thrones and judge with Christ. 

2. The seventh beatitude of Revelation. 
Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, 

and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually 

immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 

a. Review – blessed = joyful and fully made adequate 
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• Blessed does not mean ‘happy.’  Happy is a state of emotion being. 

• Blessed does mean ‘joyful.’  Having joy has nothing to do with our emotions, it is 

a fruit of the spirit. 

• We are not blessed because we feel blessed, we are blessed because the Lord 

says we are blessed. 

b. ‘the tree of life’ and ‘the city’ only belong to those who have “endured until the 

end” 

c. ‘Outside’ is referring to those who have entered into eternity by the lake of fire.  

• There is nobody left except those who have given their lives to the Lord. 

• At the end of chapter 19, all who did not flee to the mountains for supernatural 

protection were killed. 

• At the end of chapter 20, all who did not choose Christ over the enemy are 

committed to the lake of fire. 

3. Jesus has sent His angel (the Holy Spirit) to testify. 
a. Confirmed in Rev. 1:1 “And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant 

John . . .” 

D. A Warning  vv. 17 – 19  
18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to 

these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes 

away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of 

Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 

1. “If anyone adds to these things . . .” 
a. There is only one Creator, Savior, Lord, King and Judge – His name is Jesus 

• Throughout the Scriptures, we find examples of people trying to add to the 

simple message of Christ. 
• Circumcision; keeping certain elements of the Law; etc.  
• This means adding anything other than what Christ preached, taught and 

modeled. 
b. God will add to this person the plagues written in this book 

• I believe this includes eternity in the lake of fire. 

2. “If anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy . . .” 
a. Deleted from the Book of Life 
b. Denied the holy city 
c. Denied all of the other blessings written in Revelation 

• Again, the final destination of this person will be the lake of fire and eternal 

separation from God. 
3. These two warnings are referring to someone who is preaching something 

other than the all-sufficiency/Word of Jesus Christ. 

E. I Am Coming Quickly  vv. 20 – 21 
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”  Amen. Even so, come, Lord 

Jesus!  21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen. 

1. Jesus states this three times in the 21 verse of this chapter. 

2. Repetition indicates importance. 

3. It is the last thing Christ says before the end of the chapter and entirety of the 

Bible. 


