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The Revelation Project 

  Session 2  
 
 

I. Review 
A. Study 

1. 2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

2. Acts 17:11  These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 

word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. 

B. Understand the truth of Christianity vs. other religions 
1. Only religion that places its complete focus upon the relationship between deity  

and its people. 
C. Use consistent guidelines for biblical interpretation 
D. Be aware of the different interpretive views – know what you believe 
E. Be aware of biblical numerology but don’t over-emphasize it 
F. Become familiar with the recurring themes of the Bible – nothing new under 

the sun. 
G. Three main division of Revelation 

1. Write the things which you have seen 

2. The things which are 

3. The things which will take place after this 

 

II. Chapter 1   
A. Set up 

1. Chapter 1 sets the tone for the entire book of Revelation. 

2. The Revelation of Christ  
−−−− The Greek word “apokalupsis” is where we get our English word apocalypse, however, 

its primary definition is “disclosure; manifestation, be revealed.”  The title of this book 

could actually be entitled “The Full Disclosure of Jesus Christ,” because it is a total 

unveiling of Christ, not just the picture of Jesus as our Creator and  Savior but of Him as 

also our soon coming King, Lord and Judge.  

3. Chapter One of Revelation is usually divided into three sub–headings (sections) by most 

Bibles. 

−−−− Introduction / Prologue 1:1 – 3  

−−−− Greeting / Salutation  

−−−− Vision of the Son of Man.   
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B. Introduction and Blessing 1: 1 – 3 

1. Heavenly order is again confirmed. 

−−−− The author of this message is God Himself, who gave it to Jesus.  In turn, Jesus sends 

and signifies it by His angel (Holy Spirit) to John.  John then bears witness to all 

regarding the message.  

• Rev. 1:1 – God to Jesus to Holy Spirit to human   

• Rev. 1:4 – 5 – the triune God is 3 in one and distinctly three separate entities  

−−−− The Book of Revelation is the only book in the Bible that declares the complete picture 

(Full Disclosure) of Christ: Creator, Savior, Lord, King, and Judge. 

2. The book of Revelation is written to be understood by us. 

−−−− “to show His servants “  Rev. 1:1 

−−−− The book of Daniel was to be sealed till the time of the end.  Daniel 12:9 

−−−− The book of Revelation is not to be sealed up for the time is at hand.  Rev. 22:10 

3. Revelation is the only book in the Bible that begins and ends with a blessing 

pronounced upon those who keep the words of this prophecy. 
−−−− Rev. 1:3  “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 

those things which are written in it; for the time is near.” 

−−−− Rev. 22:7  "Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of 

this book." 

−−−− Just reading the book of Revelation for the attainment of blessing is shallow theology, 

thoughtless of others, and void of understanding toward the mission of Jesus Christ to 

testify to the truth.  

−−−− Blessing and obedience walk hand in hand 

4. In chapter 1, we find the first of a collection of seven separate beatitudes. 
−−−− Rev. 1:3; 1413; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7; 22:14 

 

C. Greeting / Salutation 
1. John establishes himself as the author on behalf of the Lord God Almighty. 

−−−− Greeting is very similar to that of his second epistle. 

2. The collective beginning of the letter(s) to the Seven  

−−−− Were there seven separate letters, one to each church, or just one letter that was sent 

on the “courier” route that existed between each of these cities? 

• “write in a book”  Rev. 1:11 

−−−− Where does the actual letter from John to the seven churches end? 

3. Definite presentation of Christ to the churches 

−−−− Mission – faithful witness   

−−−− Accomplishment – firstborn from the dead 

−−−− Authority – Ruler over kings of the earth 

−−−− Compassion – loved us and washed us of our sins 

4. Reminder of the return of Christ 

−−−− Coming with the clouds. 

• Matt. 24:30; Matt. 26:64; Mark 13:26; Mark 14:62 

• 1 Thess. 4:17 

−−−− Every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him. 

• Matt. 26:64  “Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, 

hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
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5. What we know about repetition in the Scriptures 

−−−− Notice the repetition in verses 4, 8, 18  (Who is, Who was, and Who is to come) 

−−−− Again repetition in verses 8, 11, 17, also in 21:6 and 22:13 

−−−− Repetition, in John’s day, was a literary style that emphasized importance. 

−−−− The name Jehovah is a compound, formed from three words, meaning “He is,” “He 

was,” and “He will be.” 

 

D. Vision of the Son of Man 

1. John establishes himself as a brother and companion in tribulation.  
−−−− Time on Island of Patmos   

−−−− On the Lord’s Day   

−−−− In the Spirit 

2. Our reaction in the presence of Christ 

−−−− John fell at His feet as dead 

• Romans 14: 11  “every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess”   

• Matt. 2:11  the three wise men 

• Matt. 17:6  mount of transfiguration, disciples fell down before God 

• Mark 3: 11  unclean spirits saw Him and fell down 

• Mark 5:22  Jairus fell at His feet 

• John 18:5  Judas and the troops drew back and fell to the ground 

3. 10 Characteristics Of Christ – vv. 13 – 16  

−−−− “One like the Son of Man”  

• roots in Daniel 7:13 

• signifies the human form that Christ took on as He completed God’s plan of 

salvation for mankind;  

• in NKJV, “Son of Man” appears 83 times, only once in O.T.;  

• only 4 times outside of 4 gospels;  

• all but 6 verses are Jesus referring to Himself;  

• emphasizes His humanity and suffering 

• “son of man” appears in NKJV 45 times, only 1 time in N.T. and never refers to 

Jesus 

−−−− “clothed with a garment down to the feet”   

• the average man wore a tunic of loose fitting clothes that was approximately knee 

length;   

• long robes were typical of the high priest;   

• reference Exodus 28:2, 4, 31 

−−−− “girded about the chest with a golden band”   

• the golden band is symbolic for strength and authority;  

• Jesus said of Himself, “All authority in heaven and on the earth has been given to 

Me.”  Matt. 28:18 – 20  

• Ordinary priests were girded about the loins 

• In Josephus’ work “Antiquities (3.7.2)” we find that Levitical priests were girded 

about the chest 

• The high priest’s girdle was only interwoven with gold, but Christ’s is all gold 

 

 



4 

Session 2 – Chapter 1 study guide – JWF Ministries International, Inc. 

−−−− “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow”   

• could convey the thought of antiquity, Dan. 7:9 – 13, where God is called the 

“Ancient of Days” 

• also speaks of righteousness; 

• signifies purity and glory, not age or decay; 

• implies the eternity of the Son of Man in His divine nature  

−−−− “His eyes like a flame of fire”   

• implies consuming indignation against sin and indifference; 

• speaks of the searching righteousness and divine judgment upon all that is 

impure; 

• Greek construction is literally, “eyes that shot fire” 

−−−− “His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace”    

• symbolizes judgment; 

• likened to the brazen altar in the outer court of the Tabernacle and the other 

items of brass used in connection with sacrifice for sin 

−−−− “His voice as the sound of many waters”   

• This could define His attitude as He comes on the Day of Lord in judgment. 

• Far too many do not hear His voice today, but will hear it then. 

• His voice is fearful to His foes.  

−−−− “He had in His right hand seven stars”   

• the seven stars are the pastors of the seven churches; 

• some commentators will argue that the stars are actually guardian angels 

assigned to these churches; 

• Jesus holding them in His right hand indicates His authority over the pastors and 

the churches;  

• His communion with them and their accountability to Him 

−−−− “out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword”   

• the only weapon of Christ that we encounter throughout this study is the written 

word of God; 

• just as when He emerged from 40 days in the wilderness, being tempted by the 

enemy, he quoted Scripture as His defense 

• this will be the same weapon He uses in defeating the armies that come against 

Him in the battles that take place during the Second Coming and during the end of 

the Millennium  

−−−− “His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength”   

• this is Jesus in His transfigured state; 

• much like the Mt. of Transfiguration in Matt. 17:2; 

• also like the conversion of Saul on the Damascus Road in Acts 26:12 – 15; 

• Finally, in Rev. 21:23, Jesus will be the light of the city because of His countenance  

4. Christ has possession of the keys to Hades and Death 

• Gen. 3 (chapter on the original sin) 

• Isaiah 22:22 – 23  “The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder;  So he 

shall open, and no one shall shut; and he shall shut, and no one shall open.  I will 

fasten him as a peg in a secure place, and he will become a glorious throne to his 

father’s house.” 
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• Matt. 16:19  
“
And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.”   

• Ephesians 4:7 – 10  “But to each one of us grace was given according to the 

measure of Christ’s gift. 
8
Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high,   He 

led captivity captive,  And gave gifts to men.”  
9
(Now this, “He ascended”—what 

does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the 

earth? 
10

He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 

heavens, that He might fill all things.) 

• Revelation 20:1 – 2  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the 

key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
2
He laid hold of the 

dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 

thousand years.”  

 

III. Take Away Points 
A. Divine order is still in place. 

1. God – Jesus – Holy Spirit – Us   

2. Through obedience there is blessing. 

 

B. The Book of Revelation is for us today just as it was for the churches in John’s 

day. 

1. God has purposed for us to know what is to come so that we are ready for what 

comes our way. 

2. Although different time periods present different challenges, we are to “stay the 

course” for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

3. There will always be persecution toward the body of Christ. 

4. He has made us kings and priests to His God and Father. 

 

C. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Heb. 13:8).   Jehovah 

1. Revelation is the only book to expound on Jesus as Creator, Savior, Lord, King and 

Judge. 

2. The Lord has forever conquered death and Hades (Hell).   

3. Jesus’ rightful position is, and always has been, in the midst. 
−−−− Matt 18:20  “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the 

midst of them." 

−−−− Luke 2:46  Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 

−−−− Luke 24:36  Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said 

to them, "Peace to you." 

−−−− John 20:19  Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors 

were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in 

the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 

−−−− John 20:20  And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus 

came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 

−−−− Rev. 1:13  and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a 

garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
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−−−− Rev. 2:1  To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,'These things says He who holds the 

seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 

−−−− Rev. 5:6  And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, 

and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns 

and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 

−−−− Rev. 7:17  for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to 

living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

 
 


