
1 

Session 3 – Chapters 2 & 3 – JWF Ministries International, Inc. 

 

The Revelation Project 

Week 3 
 
 

I. Chapter 1 Review    
A. Revelation = full disclosure of Jesus Christ    

B. 3 sub-divisions    
1. Introduction/Prologue  1:1 – 3  

• Confirms divine order/origin of letter 
• God has purposed for us to know of the things to come (understanding) 

• Introduction to Revelation beatitudes - through obedience there is blessing 
2. Greeting/Salutation  1:4 – 9   

• Establishes Apostle John as God’s chosen scribe 

• States how he received the information 

• Outlines a definite presentation of Christ 

• Presents reminder of Christ’s return 

3. Vision of the Son of Man  1:10 –  20   

• John establishes himself as “one of the gang” 

• Presented the full picture of Christ in terms everyone would understand 

• Christ has forever conquered death and hell  

• Jesus’ rightful position is “in the midst” 

 

II. Interpretations Of The Seven Churches of Revelation    
A. Why has the Lord chosen to only use seven churches?  

1. According to biblical numerology, 7 is the number of perfection. 
B. Why has the Lord chosen to use these seven specific churches?  

1. According to tradition, John lived in Ephesus, and these seven churches may 

have been the key churches under John’s pastoral oversight (apostleship). 
C. Four main interpretational schools of thought regarding these churches.  

1. Seven literal churches of John’s day in Asia.   
2. Seven basic time periods (dispensations) of church history. 

a. Ephesus – The Apostolic Church Age  (A.D. 30 – 100)   
b. Smyrna – The Persecuted Church Age  (A.D. 100 – 313) 
c. Pergamum – The State Church Age  (A.D. 313 – 590)   
d. Thyatira – The Papal Church Age  (A.D. 590 – 1517)  
e. Sardis – The Reformed Church Age  (A.D. 1517 – 1790) 
f. Philadelphia – The Missionary Church Age  (A.D. 1790 – 1900)  
g. Laodicea – The Apostate Church Age  (A.D. 1900 - ???)   

3. Seven types of churches that exist today. 
a. The Loveless Church 
b. The Persecuted Church 
c. The Compromising Church 
d. The Corrupt Church 
e. The Dead Church 
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f. The Faithful Church 
g. The Lukewarm Church 

4. Seven characteristics that can exist in any church or Christian. 
(Same list as previous point) 

D. What is God’s perspective on this? 

1. Is any one of these points more right than the others? 
2. Can we hold them all as true and acceptable? 

E. What are the key points from chapters 2 & 3? 
1. We should have an understanding of what Jesus Christ loves and values in His 

churches, as well as what He hates and condemns.   
2. We should also gain a clear view from Christ regarding:  

• The consequences of disobedience and spiritual neglect.   
• The rewards for spiritual awareness and faithfulness to Christ. 

3. We receive a clear standard by which any church or individual can judge 

their true spiritual condition before God.   
4. An example of the methods of the enemy’s attack on the church or the 

individual Christian.   
 

III. Brief Overview of Each of the 7 Cities of Revelation 2 – 3  
A. Ephesus 

1. Population approx. 250,000 
2. Name means “desirable”; “The First and Greatest Metropolis of Asia” 
3. Largest and most important trading sea port in Asia Minor 
4. Silversmith trade; naval trade; major regional slave market; medical; higher 

education; wine; occult/magical arts 
5. Large population of Jews 
6. Highly prosperous 
7. City does not exist today; most excavated site of the 7 cities 

B. Smyrna 
1. Population approx.. 100,000 – 200,000; 40 miles north of Ephesus 
2. Name means “myrrh”; myrrh had to be crushed in order to give its fragrance 
3. Important sea port; arch-rival city to Ephesus  
4. Known for architectural beauty & beauty of its women;  famous for science, 

medicine, wine; H.Q. for imperial cult of emperor worship in Asia Minor 
5. Again, large population of Jews 
6. As opposed to Ephesus, the financial condition of the church was poor.  

Persecution was immense.  Some were sent to Rome to be fed to the lions; 

many were crucified; others covered with animal skins and tortured to death 

by wild dogs; others were covered with tar and set of fire to serve as torches 

for streets; still others were boiled in oil or burned at the stake. 
7. City does exist today; known as Izmir, Turkey’s 3rd largest city & 2nd largest 

port.  Approx. 1/3 of population today is Christian. 
C. Pergamum 

1. Population approx. 120,000 – 200,000; 45 miles north of Smyrna  
2. Name has two meanings; ‘marriage’ & ‘elevation’ (due to elevation of the 

acropolis) 
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3. Library of Pergamum (2nd largest to Alexandria, Egypt); creation of 

parchment (charta pergamena); Sanctuary of Asclepius medical center, 

named after their god of healing (snake on a pole) 
4. Jewish presence here is not well documented. 
5. The same type of persecution that was happening in Smyrna was also 

happening in Pergamum.  This city was given the name “seat of Satan” by 

the Lord Himself (v.13), probably due to the number of other temples and 

gods served by the population.  The doctrines of Balaam and the Nicolaitans 

had crept into the church.  Antipas, first Christian martyr, was from this church.  
6. The city does exist today but has been renamed Bergama, Turkey.  The 

population is approx. 20,000 with 10% being Christian. 
D. Thyatira 

1. Population approx. 20,000 – 25,000; smallest of the 7 cities 

2. Name comes from two words; “a sacrifice” and “that which goes on 

continually” 

3. Known for the many trade guilds (most in Asia); wool-makers, weavers, tailors, 

blacksmiths, coppersmiths, bakers, dyers, & slave merchants.  Also known as a 

‘garrison town.’ 

4. Small Jewish community, as compared to other cities. 

5. Home of the prophetess Jezebel.  Wasn’t much different than other cities 

regarding polytheism.  Trade guilds were closely associated with the Asian 

religions of the area and included pagan feasts and immoral practices. 

6. The city does exist today, known as Ak-Hissar, Turkey.  Population 20,000.  

E. Sardis 
1. Population approx. 120,000; 46 miles east of Smyrna, 28 miles west of 

Philadelphia, and 31 miles south of Thyatira.   
2. Name is defined as ‘a remnant’ or ‘those who have escaped’ 
3. Known as the first municipality to mint coins of gold and silver; carpet industry; 

due to its location, as important military position (northern slope of Mt. Tmolus 

and the bank of the River Pactolus, the river famous for King Midas). 
4. There was a large Jewish community, evidenced by excavation of largest 

Jewish temple of that time period. (part of public gymnasium) 
5. According the verses, the church was well known in the community.  The fact 

that persecution is not mentioned would lead one to question just how this 

church was known. 
6. The city of Sardis no longer exists, only a small village of Sert-Kalessi (Sart) is 

nearby.  Perhaps this is just a reminder of the few who did not defile their 

garments. 
F. Philadelphia 

1. Population approx. ????; thought to be between 10,000 – 35,000  
2. Name means ‘brotherly love’ 
3. The city was prosperous. 
4. An agricultural city, primarily grapes; wine; wool; textiles; leather goods; 
5. Again, a large Jewish population. 
6. Persecution was just as prevalent here as the other cities.  
7. The city does exist today, called Alasehir, Turkey (pop. 48,000) 
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G. Laodicea 
1. Population approx. 120,000  
2. Name means ‘the rights of the people” 
3. Very wealthy city; most cities only had a wall surrounding their acropolis, but 

Laodicea’s wall surrounded the entire city (approx. 1 square mile) 
4. Known for its production of black wool; banking industry; medical school 

which invented an eye salve(collyrium); carpet industry; refusing the 

Emperor’s financial help to rebuild its city after the earthquake of 17AD. ; most 

famously known for the aqueduct that provided water from Hierapolis (4 

miles away).   
5. There was a Jewish community that regularly sent gold to the Jerusalem 

Temple.   
6. No mention of persecution. 
7. This city no longer exists.  The site is heavily excavated, 2nd only to Ephesus. 

 

IV. Seven Elements For Each Of The Seven Churches  (refer to handout) 
(Taken from the Full Life Study Bible by Zondervan Publishing) 

1. Opening instruction to John for each of the church. 
2. The title or aspect of Christ that is relevant for each particular church’s 

situation. 
3. Christ’s  commendation/praise.  (Sardis & Laodicea – none)  
4. Christ’s condemnation/criticism.  (Smyrna & Philadelphia – none) 
5. Christ’s correction/instruction. 
6. Christ’s admonition/caution or warning.  (Same to all churches.) 
7. Christ’s promise. 

 

V. What Can We Learn From The Letter To The 7 Churches?   
So let’s break it down and make sense of it all.  But before we continue, let me share 

this from the Barna Group.  Of all the chapters of the Bible, the two least preached 

chapters of the Scriptures are Revelation 2 & 3.  Perhaps it’s because of what we are 

going to discover in this next section. 

A. What does Christ praise? 

1. Not tolerating wicked persons. 

2. Testing the life, doctrine, and claims of Christian leaders. 

3. Continuing in faith, love, witness, and service.   

4. Suffering for Christ. 

5. Hating what God hates. 

6. Overcoming sin, Satan, and the ungodly world. 

B. What are the rewards for those that persevere and remain loyal to the Lord? 

1. He delivers us from the time of trial that will come upon the whole world. 

2. He gives us His love, presence and intimate fellowship. 

3. He blesses us with eternal life in God. 

4. He gives us to eat from the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God. 

5. He gives us the power to rule over the nations.  

 

C. What does Christ condemn? 

1. He condemns a church for diminishing an intimate personal devotion to Him. 
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2. For departing from biblical truth; for tolerating immoral church leaders, 

teachers, or laypersons.   

3. For becoming spiritually dead or lukewarm. 

4. For substituting outward success and affluence for real spirituality, i.e., purity, 

righteousness and spiritual wisdom. 

D. How does Christ punish churches that decline spiritually and tolerate immorality? 

1. By removing them from their place in God’s kingdom. 

2. By causing them to lose God’s presence, the genuine power of the Spirit, the 

true biblical message of salvation and the protection of their members from 

Satan’s destruction. 

3. By placing their leaders under God’s judgment. 

E. What is revealed about the natural trend of churches toward spiritual stagnation, 

decline and apostasy? 

1. It is the inherent tendency of churches to err, to accept false teaching, and 

to adapt to the evil, anti-God elements of the world.  (Gal. 5:17) 

2. Churches are often affected by apostate, wicked and unfaithful people. 

F. How can churches avoid spiritual decline and the accompanying judgment of 

the Lord? 

1. First and foremost, all churches must be willing to “hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.” 

2. The Scriptures must always be the church’s guide.  It is the benchmark by 

which churches must examine their beliefs and activities and their spiritual 

lives. 

3. Churches must continually examine their spiritual condition before God and, 

if necessary, correct their degree of toleration of worldliness and immorality 

among their members. 

4. Spiritual decline can be halted in any church, group or individual only if there 

is sincere repentance and a diligent return to the original love, truth, purity 

and power of Jesus Christ. 

 

 


