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The Revelation Project 

Session 5 
 
 

I. Chapter 4 Review   
1. Chapter 4 is the beginning of the third/final division of Revelation.  

(Rev. 1:19 – the things which you have seen; the things which are; the things which shall be)  
2. This chapter is all about God, the Father. 

3. One anointed man’s attempt to express, in human terms, that which is totally 

inexpressible. 

A. Rapture    
1. The word ‘rapture’ itself does not appear anywhere in the Scriptures.   

2. The Scriptures support the Rapture and Second Coming as two distinctively 

different events and times.  (Handout – 15 Contrasting Events) 

3. John is a symbol of the Church being taken out of the world prior to the 

Tribulation Period, as stated in Rev.3:10.   
4.  ‘the Church’ is not mentioned from this point until chapter 19 
5. From the Futurist viewpoint, there is a Rapture, Tribulation Period, Second 

Coming of Christ and Millennium that come in sequence.   

B. The Third Heaven   
1. 1st Heaven – earth’s atmosphere 

2. 2nd heaven – starry expanse/outer space 

3. 3rd heaven – the abode of God/Paradise 

C. Worship & The Throne Room   
1. Chapter 4 focuses primarily upon the abode of God and His presence. 
2. The Seven Spirits of God   

3. The four living creatures/beasts 
4. The 24 elders 
5. Heavenly worship 

D. The Judgment Seat of Christ  (Bema Seat) 

1. All believers will stand before Jesus and give an account  

2. This takes place after the Rapture but prior to the Second Coming  
 

II. Chapter 5 Review  
1. Chapter 5 is all about Jesus Christ; who appears as a Lamb that has been 

slain 

2. The primary question in this chapter is: “What is the purpose of the scroll?” 

A. The Seven-Sealed Scroll 
1. The scroll is the title-deed to the earth. 

B. The Right Hand of God 

1. Our everything comes from the right hand of God. 
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C. The Kinsman Redeemer   
1. The book of Revelation is, in a sense, a re-play of the book of Ruth.   
2. Under Mosaic law, the process of restoring lost land/property. 

3. There has never been a man/woman/created thing that has ever lived that is 

able to open the scroll. 
4. The Lamb of God is the only One able to open the scroll and redeem the lost 

possession 
5. Redemption has come and the restoration of His possession will soon be 

completed. 
 

The Tribulation Period 
 

III. Chapters 6 – 12;  Months 1 – 42 of the Tribulation Period 

 

Disclaimer – When studying chapters 6 – 18, it is so important to utilize the 8 Rules of 

Biblical Interpretation.  We’ve talked about the four different camps of interpretation of 

Revelation.  Men such as: 

−−−− Morris Ashcroft; William Barclay; and R.C. Sproul from the Preterist camp 

−−−− Charles Spurgeon; Martin Luther; Adam Clark; Matthew Henry & John Wesley 

from the Historicist camp 

−−−− H.A. Ironside; J. Vernon McGee; Dwight Pentecost; & Warren Wiersbe from the 

Futurist camp 

All have different interpretations of Revelation.  Even within their own camps, they differ 

in their opinions, many of them differ greatly.  Only the Futurist camp has a majority 

agreement among theologians regarding the major issues, but differ (sometimes 

greatly) on the lesser important points. 

 

 

 

 

The Tribulation Period 
What I am about to present is an approximate timeline of events during the seven-year 

tribulation period that follows the removal of the Church from the earth (Rapture).   

 

The Tribulation Period is a seven-year span of time that takes place after the Church is 

taken from the earth.  Some commentaries and theologians will divide this time in half, 

calling the first 3 ½ years (42 months) the Tribulation Period and the last 3 ½ years (42 

months) the Great Tribulation Period. 

 

Within this seven-year period of time, there will take place a series of 21 judgments.  

They are divided into three groups of seven judgments; the Seal Judgments, the 

Trumpet Judgments, and the Bowl/Vial Judgments. 

 

We do not know the length of time associated with each of the three sets of judgments, 

other than the time from the beginning of the first Seal judgment to the end of the 

seventh Vial/Bowl judgment is seven years (The Tribulation Period).  
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This is definitely a very strange time upon the earth.  There has just been a mass 

disappearance of millions of people, without any apparent or logical reason.  People, 

lives and families, are fractured.  The economies of cities, states and countries are now 

fairly unstable due to the vacancies left by those who have disappeared.  Hysteria, 

paranoia and uncertainty have now become widespread.  Probably looting and 

lawlessness are on the rise.  At this moment, the world needs someone to step up and 

be a leader, one who is looked upon as a peacemaker and a global problem-solver.   

 

Behold, the 1st seal is opened by Jesus, releasing the 1st Seal Judgment.  The world has 

no idea what it is in for.  But regardless of how bad this looks over the next seven years, 

we know that God is still in control. 

 

A. 1st Seal Judgment – 6:2 
−−−− The white horse represents peace and leadership/authority. 
−−−− Some believe this is Christ, however, the return of Christ has not happened yet. 
−−−− Has a bow (not a weapon); “apparently as the simplest fabric”; to frame, build or 

construct 
−−−− Crown – represents authority 
−−−− Went forth conquering and to conquer 
−−−− 7 year peace treaty between many by the “prince who is to come”  Dan. 9:27  
−−−− This is the rise of the one world leader, who later becomes Antichrist. 

B. The two witnesses  11:3–6  
−−−− The two witnesses appear in Jerusalem for 1,260 days (42 months) 
−−−− They are called “two lampstands” and “two olive trees.” 

• Two analogies that Jews would have completely understood 
• Both have to do with the spreading of light 
• Lampstands were used to elevate the lantern so light would spread over more 

house.   
• Olive oil was generally the oil used to fuel the lanterns in the house.  
• Olive oil was, and still is, used to anoint people for various tasks of God.   
• We are called to be light to the world.  Matt. 5:14 – 16   

−−−− Their purpose for being is to proclaim the goodness of God and salvation for all who 

will repent and accept Jesus as Messiah. 
−−−− Because of how they are dressed (sackcloth), we can logically assume that their 

intention is to reach the people of Israel. 
−−−− The Scriptures don’t tell us specifically, so it really doesn’t matter who they are, 

except they are sent by God. 
• Some theorize them to be Elijah and Moses due to the miracles each did while on 

the earth.  However . . . (appointed for man once to die, then the judgment  Heb. 

9:27) 
• Others theorize them to be Elijah and Enoch because neither died a physical 

death on the earth.   
−−−− Both are given powers by God 

• Shut up heavens – no rain 
• Turn water into blood & strike the earth with other plagues, as they desire 
• Breathe fire from their mouths to devour their enemies 
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C. 144,000 witnesses – 7:3–8   
−−−− The number ‘12’ represents the structural perfection of God’s government/divine 

government. 
−−−− There is a definite pattern of the number ‘12’ established in the Scriptures 

• Ishmael begot 12 princes and became a great nation 

• 12 tribes of Israel 

• 12 disciples 

• 24 elders (12 x 2) 

• 12 gates to New Jerusalem 

• 12,000 furlongs is the length, breadth, and height of New Jerusalem 

• Tree of Life bears 12 fruits 

−−−− 144,000 is 12,000 people from the revised 12 tribes of Israel. 
−−−− NOT THE SAME 12 tribes as listed in Genesis: 

• Tribes of Ephraim and Dan are not among those listed (gross sin) 
• Tribes of Levi and Manasseh (grandson of Jacob) are included 

−−−− These witnesses are on the earth during the first 42 months of the Tribulation Period. 
−−−− They are sealed by God on their foreheads. 

• 2 Cor. 1: 22  “who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a 

guarantee.” 

• Eph. 1:13  “in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 

promise” 

• Eph. 4:30  “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by who you were sealed for 

the day of redemption.” 

−−−− All saints saved prior to the Rapture have lost their racial identity and are called the 

Bride of Christ.  Jews & Gentiles saved during the Tribulation Period retain their racial 

identity and are called servants.  This includes those in the 5th Seal Judgment who are 

‘under the altar.’ 
D. 2nd Seal Judgment – 6:3–4  

−−−− The red horse represents war, forced submission and rage. 

−−−− The rider is granted permission to destroy peace, but not the 7 year peace treaty 

−−−− Those in alliance with the One World Leader will come against those who are not. 

−−−− All who are in opposition of the One World government will suffer greatly. 

−−−− This is a man of war, dedicated to the destruction of people and nations in order to 

gain his conquest. 

−−−− The rider is given a ‘great sword,’ which is in stark contrast to the rider of the white 

horse. 

E. 3rd Seal Judgment – 6:5–6  
−−−− The black horse represents famine, scarcity & hopelessness. 
−−−− The rider is holding a set of scales, indicating rationing. 
−−−− This, also by implication, could suggest food products being sold to the highest 

bidder. 
−−−− Standard practice of dishonest business men was to use weights that were not what 

they appeared to be, requiring more grain than usual to balance the scales. 
−−−− One day’s wages will be just enough to purchase enough grain to feed a family for 

one day. 
F. 4th Seal Judgment – 6:7–8  

−−−− The pale horse represents death and sickness.  
−−−− The actual color of the horse is difficult to describe, but instantly recognizable. 
−−−− This rider is the only one of the four who is named – Death, with Hell following him. 
−−−− This would seem to indicate that only non-believers are killed since Hell is following 

Death.  Believers will not see Hell. 
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−−−− This judgment will destroy 25% of the earth’s population by one or more of the 

following:  sword, hunger, sickness or wild beasts. 
G. 5th Seal Judgment – 6:9–11  

−−−− This is a break from the action on earth. 
−−−− The souls of the martyred saints are under the altar. 
−−−− The word “slain” indicates a violent death (to butcher, slaughter, violently maim). 
−−−− Persecution for Christians will be unlike anything ever before  
−−−− “Under the altar” 

• Not the same place that the ‘Bride/Church’ is at 
• Possibly a special place resembling Abraham’s bosom 
• Under the altar is where most of the blood was poured during the consecration of 

Aaron and his sons, as well as the blood from the daily sin offerings. 
−−−− These servants are given white robes & told to rest for a season until the remainder of 

the martyrs are killed, as they were. 
H. 6th Seal Judgment – 6:12–16   

−−−− Focus now returns to events on the earth. 

−−−− A great earthquake shakes every mountain and island from their former position. 

−−−− The sun becomes black. 

−−−− The moon becomes as blood. 

• Joel 2:30 – 32  “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth:  blood 

and fire and pillars of smoke.  The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon 

into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.  And it 

shall come to pass that whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  

For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the Lord has 

said, among the remnant who the Lord calls.” 

−−−− Stars from heaven fall (possibly comets/meteors).  

−−−− Humanity seeks shelter and confusion sets in (insanity).  

−−−− Rev. 6:16  “And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face 

of Him that sits upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.  For the great day of 

His wrath has come; and who shall be able to stand?” 

−−−− Romans 1:20 – 21  “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power 

and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, 

they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, 

and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Professing to be wise, they became fools” 

 

This appears to be an insurmountable time of devastation, but the real problem is that the 

destruction of the Trumpet and Vial/Bowl Judgments will be unparalleled by any previously 

recorded event in history, including the Seal Judgments. 

 

I. 7th Seal Judgment – 8:1–5   
−−−− Silence in heaven for ½ hour is something to stop and consider. 

• Often times, the idea of time is not truly specific. 
• Gr. word used here (hay-mee-o’-ree-on) literally means ½ an hour (30 minutes) 

−−−− 7 angels receive the 7 trumpets in preparation for the next set of judgments. 
• Perhaps this is the reason for the silence.  Within these trumpet judgments are 

contained some horrific times for the earth’s population. 
−−−− Another angel takes a censer, filled with fire from the altar, and casts it to the earth. 

• Again, the Gr. word used suggests that this censer was cast with force. 
−−−− There is an earthquake upon the earth.  Whether the earthquake is caused by the 

censer hitting the earth or not is not disclosed. 
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Now would be a good time to compare what is now going on in the earth with the 10 

plagues that God brought upon Egypt through Moses.  If we were to look at the 

plagues described in the book of Exodus, there are many noticeable similarities.  In fact, 

of the 10 plagues, there is only one that is not truly similar to at least one of the 21 

judgments in Revelation, but that point could be successfully argued as a match.  

Ecclesiastes 1:9 NKJV states, “That which has been is what will be, that which is done is 

what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun.  Is there anything of which it 

may be said, “See, this is new”?  It has already been in ancient times before us.”  Truly, 

as we look at the judgments of God that are yet to come, we see they are nothing 

new, but rather something which has already been in ancient times. 

 


