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The Revelation Project 

Session 9 
 
 
 

I. Review – Chapters 14 & 15 
A. Chapter 14 

1. 144,000 Witnesses 
a. Have not defiled themselves with women (virgins) 
b. Faultless before God. 
c. 1st fruits of God and Jesus Christ. 

2. 3 angels 

3. 2nd beatitude 

4. The Harvest, The Tares & The Great Winepress 
a. The harvest is from the efforts of the 144,000 and the 2 witnesses in Jerusalem. 
b. The tares are the people who do not give their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
c. The great winepress is an illustration of the non-believers being sentenced to hell. 

B. Chapter 15 

1. The meaning of the bowl/vial. 
a. Bowl – a broad, shallow cup-like shape which was used in Temple worship 

2. Heaven prepares for the bowl judgments. 
a. The angels who will carry out the 7 bowl judgments come out from the Temple of 

God. 
b. They are attired in long, white robes with golden bands about their chests, 

indicating priestly authority. 
c. The Temple of God in heaven is closed until the final bowl judgment is finished. 

 

II. Chapter 16 – The 7 Bowl/Vial Judgments 
Isaiah 63:4  “For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has come.” 

Romans 12:19  “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 

written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” 

Hebrews 10:31  “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

A. 1st Bowl Judgment –  sores  v. 2 
2So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came 

upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 

1. Foul and loathsome sores are descriptions we probably can’t imagine. 
a. Foul = injurious, bad, evil, harmful; substantially bad, distressing 
b. Loathsome = causing pain and trouble 

2. Appears to only be one sore per person 

3. Only comes on the people with the ‘mark’ of the beast or those who worship 

the image 

4. Very similar to the 6th plague of Egypt – boils (sores)  

B. 2nd Bowl Judgment – the sea turns to blood  v. 3 
3Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; 

and every living creature in the sea died. 
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1. Everything in the sea dies. 

2. Just as in the Old Testament, the sea is still a major source of food and a 

supplier of commerce today. 
a. Similar to the 1st plague of Egypt – sea turned to blood 

C. 3rd Bowl Judgment –  the fresh water supply turns to blood  v. 4  
4Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became 

blood.   5And I heard the angel of the waters saying:  “You are righteous, O Lord, The One who is 

and who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these things.  6For they have shed the 

blood of saints and prophets, And You have given them blood to drink.  For it is their just due.” 

1. The same process that robbed the sea of all its life forms will devastate the 

fresh water supply as well. 
a. The human body can only go 3 – 5 days without water. 

2. Same angel who just poured out this judgment is worshipping God. 
a. Question:  “How easy is it (if even possible at all) to worship God when you are in 

the midst of an unpleasant (even gruesome) task?” 

D. 4th Bowl Judgment – Poured out upon the sun.  vv. 8 – 9  
8Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch 

men with fire. 9And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God 

who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. 

1. Rev. 8:12–13 the sun was stricken of 1/3 of its light (4th Trumpet Judgment) 

2. Now the sun is intensified to where men are scorched with great heat. 
a. This will cause 2nd and 3rd degree burns to the human body. 
b. 2nd degree burns have blisters and are very painful.  They affect the both the 

outer and thicker middle layers of skin.  
c. 3rd degree burns damage all layers of the skin and can be of little or no pain if the 

nerves are damaged. 
d. These sun–burns will be in addition to the sores of the 1st Bowl Judgment. 

3. During high temperatures: 
a. During times of intense heat, hydration is very important. 
b. As temps rise, the body will sweat in an attempt to keep the itself cool, using up 

electrolytes and other necessary elements that maintain the body properly. 
c. Hydration will not be possible for most people as the water supply has been 

turned into blood. 
E. 5th Bowl Judgment – Darkness is poured out on the earth.  vv. 10 – 11  

10Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became 

full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. 11They blasphemed the 

God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds. 

1. This is not the first time God has used darkness as a plague. 
a. The 9th plague of Egypt  (Exo. 10:21–22) – was a regional plague 
b. Darkness lasted three days 
c. Darkness that was felt. 
d. Children of Israel had light in their dwellings. 

2. This plague will cover the entire earth. 
a. The last judgment covered the entire earth and so will this one. 
b. Satan is the ruler of this world, having loyal subjects in virtually every nation. 
c. This judgment is to include all who are part of the enemy’s kingdom. 

3. Darkness is a follow–up to previous plagues that are felt. 
a. sores, scorching heat and no water with which to keep hydrated 
b. this darkness is total darkness such that it is impossible to see anything, causing an 

overwhelming feeling of loneliness and despair. 
c. This darkness completes a picture of what hell will be like. 
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4. There could still be people who have not yet taken the mark of the beast or 

have worship the beast or his image. 
a. This is the ultimate warning of what a wrong choice will bring to their eternity. 

F. 6th Bowl Judgment – The Euphrates River is dried up.  v. 12  
12Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried 

up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

1. The way is made for the armies of the world to come against the nation of 

Israel. 
a. These nations believe they will be coming to fight against Israel, but the real 

battle will take place with the Lord Himself. 
b. This is needed for countries such as Russia (along with all of its break-away 

countries), half of Iraq and Iran to come to military positioning. 
G. 3 Frogs – The recruitment of the world against Israel.  vv. 13 – 14   

1. A symbolic reference to the 2nd plague of Egypt (frogs). 
a. Frogs were everywhere, interfering with everything and everyone. 

2. Go out to rally the world population for war against God 
a. The Antichrist and False Prophet will travel about the world performing miracles, 

signs and wonders. 

b. They will rally the leaders of the world to come against the nation of Israel and the 

followers of Jesus Christ. 

H. 3rd beatitude of Revelation 
Rev. 16:15  “Behold, I am coming as a thief.  Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, 

lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” 

1. He is coming as a thief. 
a. There are four other verses in the Scriptures that confirm this statement.   

1Thess. 5:2; 1Thess. 5:4; 2 Peter 3:10; Rev. 3:3 

2. Blessed is he who keeps watch. 
a. We are to watch for His return.   

• Mark 13:32–33  But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Take heed, watch and pray; for you 

do not know when the time is.  
• Mark 13:35–36  Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the 

house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in 

the morning—36lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.  
• Luke 12:37–38  Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, 

will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them 

sit down to eat, and will come and serve them. 38And if he should come in the 

second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those 

servants.  
• 1Thess. 5:6  Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be 

sober.  
• Rev.3:3  Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and 

repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you 

will not know what hour I will come upon you.  
3. Keeps his garments. 

a. It is our responsibility to keep ourselves clean and pure as we wait upon the Lord’s 

return. 
• Rev. 3:4  You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their 

garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 

• Rev. 3:18  17Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have 

need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, 
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blind, and naked—18I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that 

you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the 

shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with 

eye salve, that you may see. 

I. 7th Bowl Judgment – The earthquake and the one hundred pound hail stones. vv. 

17 – 21  
17Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 

temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18And there were noises and thunderings 

and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had 

not occurred since men were on the earth. 19Now the great city was divided into three parts, and 

the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the 

cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. 20Then every island fled away, and the mountains 

were not found. 21And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of 

a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was 

exceedingly great. 

1. Great earthquake – greatest in history of man 
a. The world’s largest earthquake with an instrumentally documented magnitude 

happened on May 22, 1960 near Valdivia, Chile.  Magnitude of 9.5.  Accurate 

estimates of magnitude became possible in the early 1900’s. 
b. Spawned tsunamis that traveled across the Pacific Ocean and more than 200 

mph. 
c. Hawaii suffered damage 15 hrs after the earthquake.  Japan suffered damage 22 

hrs after earthquake.  Philippines likewise had damage nearly 24 hrs after the 

earthquake. 
d. Technically, this earthquake would have to be at least 9.6 on the Richter Scale.  

Personally, I believe this earthquake will be totally off the charts. 
2. The great city is divided into three parts 

a. Scholars agrue over whether this is a reference to Jerusalem or if it is actually a 

rebuilt city of Babylon.   

b. There are proofs that the city of Babylon is being rebuilt in Iraq.  Under Saddam 

Hussein, there was a great amount of construction at this site.  Since his capture, 

not much has been publicized about the city’s growth. 

3. Every island and mountain disappeared 
a. This earthquake will literally change the earth’s appearance.  Islands and 

mountains will literally disappear due to the shifting tectonic plates located below 

the earth’s surface.   

b. What the earthquake doesn’t destroy, the great hail storm will finish off. 

c. Only one mountain will remain.  The mountain of the Lord shall be raised up as the 

highest point in the world. 

• Isaiah 2:2  “Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of 

the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be 

exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it.” 

4. Great hail storm – each stone weighed approx. one talent 
a. There is a wide range of definition concerning the weight of a ‘talent.’   
b. Dependent upon the point of reference, ranges in weight from 75 to 135 pounds.  
c. A 100 lb hail stone has been scientifically calculated to be approximately 29.8 

inches in diameter and would travel at a rate of 284 miles per hour.  This is bigger 

than the average mountain bike wheel. 
d. A direct hit to a human being would be instant death.  It is compared to a 

human being stomping grapes in a winepress.  A glancing blow to an 

appendage would be certain and instant amputation.    
5. Survivors blasphemed God because of the hail storm 
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III. Chapter 17 – Mystery, Babyblon: The Harlot of False Religion 
This chapter is an overview so this topic is not necessarily a chronologically sequenced 

chapter in the Revelation timeline.   

A. The Woman on the Beast 
1Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to 

me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 2with 

whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made 

drunk with the wine of her fornication.”   

1. Judgment is one of the main themes of Revelation.  
a. This is especially true with this set of judgments. 

b. Whenever God judges sin, He always goes after the root of the issue. 

c. In verse 5, this harlot is identified as ‘The Mother of Harlots and of the 

Abominations of the Earth.’ 

• Anything that takes the focus away from God Almighty and the Lord Jesus 

Christ is considered idolatry. 

c. Abominations – the single greatest is self-sufficiency (the idea that you don’t 

need God, or anyone else, to help you through life).   

• Other abominations would be symbols and/or rituals that have been 

adapted/adopted into the Christian religion.  

• Examples would be Easter Eggs, the Christmas tree, trans-substantiation, praying 

with beads, which are all from historically pagan rituals and religions.   

• Alternate lifestyles such as homosexuality, bi-sexuality, or trans-gender are an 

abomination. 

2. ‘Who sits on many waters’ 
a. This phrase is actually defined in verse 15 and states, “The waters which you saw, 

where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues.” 

b. A reference to the fact that this harlotry has been far reaching; even globally 

c. Again, in O.T. imagery, water/seas represent the Gentile nations. 

d. The Greek word for ‘sits’ carries the idea of “remaining or residing with,” indicating 

a relationship that has been established with the people. 

3. Kings of the earth committed fornication 
a. Whenever someone gains authority, they usually become more self-sufficient. 

b. The more self-sufficient one becomes, the less room for God they have in their life. 

c. This is not only dangerous for the one in authority, but also for the people that are 

under their authority.   

4. Inhabitants/people of the earth were made drunk with the wine of 

fornication. 
a. The inhabitants of these rulers follow, even enjoy, the spiritually–void decrees of 

their rulers. 

b. These people have been deceived into practicing things that God finds 

abominable.   

5. Woman sitting on a scarlet beast 
a. This woman is not an actual woman, but imagery. 

b. She represents the world’s religions and is the very source/root of idolatry and 

abominations. 

• This dates back to the days of Nimrod.  The Babylonian religion was the first 

organized written religion which promoted polytheism (worshipping multiple 

gods.) 

c. Just as in Proverbs, the example of an adulterous/immoral woman is one that 

everyone can understand. 
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Prov. 5:1 – 6  My son, pay attention to my wisdom; Lend your ear to my understanding, 2That you 

may preserve discretion,  And your lips may keep knowledge.  3For the lips of an immoral 

woman drip honey,  And her mouth is smoother than oil; 4But in the end she is bitter as 

wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword.  5Her feet go down to death, Her steps lay hold 

of hell.  6Lest you ponder her path of life—Her ways are unstable; You do not know them. 

Prov. 7:24–27  Now therefore, listen to me, my children; pay attention to the words of my mouth: 
25Do not let your heart turn aside to her ways, do not stray into her paths; 26 for she has 

cast down many wounded, and all who were slain by her were strong men.  27Her 

house is the way to hell, descending to the chambers of death. 

c. The imagery of her sitting upon the beast represents a very close bond with the 

beast. 

• Again, this Greek word for ‘sits’ symbolizes that she is in residence (complete 

harmony) with the beast. 

B. The scarlet colored beast – v. 3  
3So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 

beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  

1. This beast is Satan. 
a. Rev. 12:3  And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red 

dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 
b. Verse 8 of this chapter also confirms this fact. 

C. The appearance of the woman – vv. 4–6  
4The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and 

pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her 

fornication. 5And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 

MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  6I saw the woman, drunk with 

the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled 

with great amazement. 

1. Arrayed/clothed in purple and scarlet. 
a. People of royalty and authority wore these colors.  

• While in custody of the abusive Roman soldiers, Jesus was draped with a 

garment of scarlet, signifying He was a person of royalty & authority. 

• In Daniel 5:7, King Belshazzar offered anyone who could interpret his dream to 

be clothed in purple, a chain of gold around his neck and become the 3rd ruler 

of the kingdom. 

b. These colors are significant to God Almighty. 

• In Exodus, Moses was instructed by God to make the various parts of the 

tabernacle using blue, purple and scarlet thread. 

• Also, the garments of the high priest, for ministering in the Holy of Holies, were 

made of blue, purple and scarlet thread. 

c. This is just another forgery/rip-off by the enemy of something significant from God. 

2. Adorned/decorated with gold, precious stones, and pearls, 
a. This is still referencing someone of power, wealth and authority. 

b. Ezekiel 28:13 is typically used in describing Satan’s fall from heaven.  He was 

adorned with precious stones of many types.   

• Ezk. 28:13  You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your 

covering: the sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, 

turquoise, and emerald with gold.  The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes 

was prepared for you on the day you were created. 

3. Holding a golden cup. 
a. The golden cup represents the power and wealth that come with the authority of 

rulers. 
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b. Just as priests from other formal religions wear the colors mentioned in these 

passages, they also use golden cups and other golden utensils during their 

worship services.   

c. This is also a forgery of God.  Everything in the Holy Place or the Holy of Holies was 

either made of pure gold or overlaid with gold. 

4. A name written on her forehead. 
a. This is one of two places where the mark of the beast appears, showing the 

person’s allegiance to the Antichrist.  

• Anything that leads us away from the Word of the Lord is of the fellowship of 

Satan. 

• This is the very essence of this chapter. 

• Worldly deceptions appealing to a person’s desire and self-sufficiency are tools 

designed by the enemy to capture or ensnare us. 

b. Since her name is on her forehead, she is plainly labeled for all to see.  There is 

nothing secretive about sin. 

Heb. 4:13  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to 

the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

• In the Roman culture, and many others as well, a prostitute was required to 

wear her name upon her forehead, making it impossible for anyone associated 

with her to be secretive. 

D. The Meaning of the Woman on the Beast  vv. 8 – 18   

1. The beast is confirmed as Satan  v. 8 
a. ‘was, and is not, and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit’ 

• Satan has been on the earth since the Garden of Eden 

• When Christ returns, Satan is bound and thrown into the Abyss for 1,000 yrs. 

• He is then released for a ‘short time,’ then cast into perdition (the Lake of Fire) 

2. The seven heads are explained.  vv.9 – 10  
vv. 9 – 10 Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains on which 

the woman sits. 10There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet 

come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time. 

a. The seven heads represent seven mountains. 

• O.T. imagery used mountains to designate kingdoms. 

• This is not a reference to the city of Rome, as some have taught.   

• These kingdoms are the seven dominate kingdoms that have ruled/reigned 

over the Jewish people in history.   

• Babylonian, Assyrian, Egyptian, Medo-Persian, Greek empires have fallen in 

John’s time. 

• The one that is represents the Roman empire. 

• The last has not yet come, but when it does, it will not last very long.  Probably 

only 42 months or so. 

b. The seven kingdoms each have a king/ruler. 

3. The beast is revealed as the last world ruler.  v. 11  
v. The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to 

perdition. 

a. The description of ‘beast that was, and is not, and is going to perdition’ is referring 

to Satan.   

b. Satan indwells the Antichrist at the midpoint of the Tribulation Period and redirects 

his kingdom to abolish the world religions and declares war  upon all who oppose 

him, not just the Jews and Christians. 

c. ‘Is of the seven’ refers to the fact that all of the seven major empires who sought 

to dominate the Jewish people were led by the spirit of the enemy.   
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• None of these empires desired to know or serve the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob. 

4. The ten horns are ten ‘kings.’  v. 12 – 17   
vv. 12 – 16  “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, 

but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 13These are of one mind, and they 

will give their power and authority to the beast. 14These will make war with the Lamb, and the 

Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with 

Him are called, chosen, and faithful.”  15Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where 

the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. 16And the ten horns which you saw 

on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her 

with fire. 17For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give 

their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18And the woman whom you saw 

is that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth.” 

a. The Greek word used for ‘kings’ can also be translated as ‘very powerful and 

authoritative’ people. 

• This could mean that they come into ‘fellowship’ with the Antichrist during the 

first 42 months and at the midpoint of the Tribulation Period, they are exalted to 

a position of ‘king.’   

b. They are all in unity and have given their power and strength to the beast. 

c. These ten people will destroy the abomination of false religions in the world, only 

to turn everyone over to the worship of the beast and his statue.   

• This idea works in complete harmony with the rise of the False Prophet and the 

mark of the beast. 

5. The woman is compared to a great city.  v. 18 

a. This verse is a classic literary speaking principle. 
• Tell the people what you are going to tell them. 
• Tell them the details. 
• Then tell them what you have told them. 

b. This is not a picture of an actual woman or an actual city. 
• Contextually, this cannot be a city, especially the city of Rome. 

• This cannot be any other woman, as there has only been one woman identified 

in this chapter. 

• This can only be a reference to the Mother of Harlots, the false religions of the 

world since the beginning of time. 

c. The specific reference to Babylon is not a mistake. 
• Not symbolism for the city of Rome. 

• The Babylonian religion is the first organized written religion which promoted 

polytheism. 

• It is still infecting any and all religions that will allow the subtle symbols and rituals 

into their worship.   

• When God removes something, He goes straight to the root of the issue. 

 

IV. Chapter 18 – Babylon, the Great 

A. The Fall of Babylon the Great 
vv. 1 – 2  After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great 

authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2And he cried mightily with a loud voice, 

saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a 

prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! 

1. Again, God’s announcement comes before His action. 
a. God always speaks something into existence before it is created. 
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2. This is not just the city of Babylon that falls, but actually the economic and 

commercial system that the Antichrist has molded and fashioned to bring the 

world’s wealth and resources under his authority.  vv. 2 – 3 
vv. 2 – 3  2And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, 

and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every 

unclean and hated bird! 3For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the 

earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.”   

a. The city of Babylon is being rebuilt today.  
• During the reign of Saddam Hussein in Iraq, rebuilding the city of Babylon was of 

extreme importance.  He saw himself as the reincarnation of Nebuchadnezzar. 
• Also during this time, the UN had considered moving their headquarters to 

Babylon.   
b. All four of the major prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel) declare the 

destruction of Babylon once and for all. 
c. The evil and deceit of this world economic and commercial system will far 

outweigh anything this world has ever witnessed before. 
d. Much like the atmosphere of Las Vegas, the lure of the city will not only bring 

seekers of wealth and prosperity to the city, but also many elements of evil 

doings; those who desire to take advantage of, swindle, rob, hold hostage, and 

even murder for the gain of other’s fortunes. 
3. God warns His people to leave this great city before the plagues come.  v. 4  

v. 4  And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you 

share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. 

a. If there are any of God’s people who are dwelling in this foul city, God beckons 

then to leave before the plagues are meted out. 
b. This is very similar to Lot and his family being called out of the city before the 

judgment of God is executed upon Sodom and Gomorrah.  (Gen. 19) 
4. The destruction of Babylon will happen swiftly.  v. 8 

v. 8  Therefore her plagues will come in one day—death and mourning and famine. And she will 

be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her. 

a. The plagues do not last a literal day of 24 hours.  This passage is saying that when 

these plagues come, they will happen in succession and very quickly. 
b. In the case of Sodom and Gomorrah, God’s judgment was swift and complete, 

leaving both cities in complete and utter ruin. 
c. The ways of Babylon the Great will far exceed the corruption and lewdness of 

Sodom and Gomorrah. 
B. The World Mourns Babylon’s Fall 

1. Rulers of the world will mourn for Babylon.  vv. 9 – 10  
vv. 9 – 10  “The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her will 

weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 10standing at a distance for 

fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour 

your judgment has come.’   

a. These kings of the earth are simply any and all rulers who do not operate their 

governmental structure according to the will and pattern of God. 
b. The fact that there are kings standing at a distance is proof of Babylon’s 

expansive kingdom. 
c. They remain at a distance, they do not try to approach Babylon, for fear that 

they too will suffer the wrath that has been poured out upon this city. 
2. The world’s economic system of Babylon the Great is destroyed. 
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v. 11  “And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys their 

merchandise anymore:  

a. The merchants come to the realization that their ability to do business has now 

been utterly destroyed. 
b. This seems to indicate that as quickly as the city of Babylon is destroyed, the 

economic system will tumble as well. 
• This could be paralleled with the bombing of the World Trade Center twin 

towers on 9/11/2001.  The thought behind this was that the world’s free 

enterprise business system would totally collapse.  
3. There will be great mourning from all who have participated in the worldly 

economic system. 
C. The Finality of Babylon’s Fall 

1. Babylon will be utterly destroyed and never will be found again. 
a. The Lord is just.   

• He will administer the proper punishment for Babylon, which will be in direct 

proportion to the sins of the city, just as He did for Sodom and Gomorrah. 

• In the case of Sodom and Gomorrah, it was totally destruction.  Babylon will not 

only be destroyed, but will never be found again. 

b. Jeremiah 51:26  “They shall not take from you a stone for a corner nor a stone for 

a foundation, but you shall be desolate forever.” 

• When Babylon was destroyed in Old Testament times, the remnants of her ruins 

were used to help build Hillah, Bagdad and many other cities.  

• Therefore, the city of Babylon must be rebuilt in order that this proclamation in 

Jeremiah 51:26 will be fulfilled.    

2. There is a proclamation for all in heaven to rejoice. 
a. The end of evil on the earth is in sight. 
b. The blood of the prophets, apostles, and martyrs has now been avenged.  
c. The Lord is now ready to return to establish His kingdom upon the earth. 

 


