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Betrayed with a kiss and arrested 
Matthew 26:47 – 56;  Mark 14:43 – 50;  Luke 22:47 – 50;  John 18:3 – 11   

 

• Luke 22:47 – 48  NKJV  “And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and 

he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew near to 

Jesus to kiss Him.  48But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of 

Man with a kiss?” 

 

We know from earlier scripture verses that Judas Iscariot had agreed to betray 

Jesus (Matt. 26:14 – 16; Mark 14:10 – 11;  Luke 22:1 – 6; John 13:2).  Matthew’s account 

specifically tells us that Judas Iscariot agreed to hand Jesus over to the 

Sanhedrin for 30 pieces of silver.  Not only that, he told the chief priests and 

elders that he would identify Jesus to them by greeting Him with a kiss.  How does 

someone who walked daily with Jesus for three years, witnessing the miracles 

and hearing the teachings/discourses, make the decision to turn his back on the 

Lord for money?  In Luke 22:3, he writes: 

 
“Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the twelve.  4And Judas 

went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and 

discussed with them how he might betray Jesus.” 

 

This particular point is a life application lesson all in itself.  One can go to church 

and worship and do all the right things on the outside, but if the person’s inside is 

not affected and changed by the Word of God, it is of no avail.  Difficult times, 

temptations and choices between what you want versus what God wants will 

come and go.  Judas Iscariot has not internalized the teaching of Jesus.  There is 

at least one other section of scripture that will substantiate this comment (John 

12:4 – 6). 

 
• John 12:4 – 6  NKJV  “But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who 

would betray Him, said, 5”Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred 

denarii and given to the poor?”  6This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but 

because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was 

in it.” 

 

The Word of God must be studied and internalized so that we are able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil, lest we become like Judas Iscariot and deny the 

faith, even to spiritual death.  

 

As we piece the four accounts together, we find that Judas Iscariot is leading a 

large crowd of people, who have been sent by the chief priests, teachers of the 

law and the elders (Mark 14:43).  This large crowd is actually identified as a 

detachment of soldiers and some officials, who are carrying torches, lanterns 
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and weapons (John 18:3).  As soon as the crowd arrived where Jesus and His 

disciples were, Judas Iscariot immediately went to Jesus (Matt. 26:49; Mark 14:45; 

Luke 22:47), greeted Him and kissed Him (Matt. 26:49; Mark 14:45).  Jesus speaks to 

Judas saying, “Friend, why have you come?” (Matt. 26:50), then saying “Judas, are 

you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” (Luke 22:48).  What happened next is really 

quite incredible.  Jesus speaks to the crowd who has come with Judas Iscariot 

and says: 

 
John 22:4 – 6  NKJV  “”Whom are you seeking?”  They answered Him, 

‘Jesus of Nazareth.’  Jesus said to them, “I am He.”  And Judas, who 

betrayed Him, also stood with them.  Now when He said to them, “I am 

He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.”   

 

Here is a crowd of people, armed with weapons, and a single sentence causes 

them all to withdraw and fall to the ground.  Through the definitions of the Greek 

words for ‘fall’ and ‘to the ground,’ we get the idea that they prostrated 

themselves on the ground (whether by spiritual force or not is unclear).  This truly 

is one of the most curious occurrences of the Bible.  They have come to arrest 

Jesus, but prostrate themselves in reverence to His deity, whether knowingly or 

unknowingly. 

 

Again, Jesus asks the crowd, “Whom do you seek?”  They responded with ‘Jesus of 

Nazareth.’  At this point, Jesus confirms who He is and makes a request to the 

crowd to let His disciples go.  At this point, the crowd starts to “come to their 

senses” and starts toward Jesus, when one of the disciples asks the Lord if they 

should pull out their swords for a fight (Luke 22:49).  The crowd starts to put their 

hands on Jesus, to take Him away when Peter draws his sword (and cuts off the 

right ear of Malchus, the high priest’s servant (Matt. 26:51; Mark 14:47; Luke22:50; 

John 18:10). Jesus rebukes Peter and tells him to put his sword away (Matt. 26:52; 

John 18:11).  The Lord is focused upon the work He must accomplish.  During the 

rebuke to Peter, Jesus states that if He so desired, He could call down twelve 

legions of angels in His defense.  But rather He must drink of the cup that His 

Father has given Him.  Jesus then turns to Malchus and heals his ear. 

 

Turning toward the crowd, Jesus rebukes them for coming out with weapons to 

arrest Him like a common criminal.  He reminds them that He is the same One 

that taught daily in the temple, but they didn’t attempt to arrest Him then.  At 

this point, the disciples all forsake Jesus and flee, while the crowd arrests the Lord 

and starts on their way to the chief priests and elders.                    

 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah would be betrayed by a friend.  

Prophecy 
Psalm 41:9  “Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has 

lifted up his heal against me.” 

Psalm 55:12–14  “For it is not an enemy who reproaches me; then I could bear it.  Nor 

is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me; Then I could hide from 
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him.  But it was you, a man my equal, my companion and my acquaintance.  We 

took sweet counsel together, and walked to the house of God in the throng.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 26:21  “Now as they were eating, He said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, one of 

you will betray Me.’” 

Matthew 25:50  “Friend, why have you come?” 

Luke 22:48  “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

John 13:18, 21  “I do not speak concerning all of you.  I know whom I have chosen; 

but that the Scriptures may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his 

heel against Me.  21When Jesus had said these things, He was troubled in spirit, and 

testified and said, ’Most assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me.’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


