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Crucified with two others. 
Matthew 27:34 – 38;  Mark 15:23 – 28;  Luke 23:32 – 34;  John 19:18 – 24   

 

• Luke 23:32 – 33  NKJV  “There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be 

put to death.  33And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there 

they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the 

left. 

 

First, let us deal with the two who are crucified with Christ.  Of the four gospel 

accounts, there are three different references to these two men.  Matthew and 

Mark use the same word to describe them, but Luke uses a different word than 

they, and John simply refers to them in general terms as “two others.”  The 

Scriptures don’t really tell us much about these two men, but through study of 

the era and laws, I believe we can make a couple of assumptions.  Roman 

citizens were not allowed to be crucified, save one exception; conviction of 

insurrection toward the Roman government.  Also, we know that the Law 

prevented any Jew from being crucified.  If these two men were truly robbers or 

mere criminals, they would have to be of a heritage other than Roman or Jew.  If 

they were, in fact, Roman citizens, then they must have been charged with 

being insurrectionists.  The term used by Luke (G2557) allows for this type of 

translation, where Matthew and Mark (G3027) use a term that specifically implies 

a “robber, thief.”   

 
• G2557  kakourgos  (kak – oo – kheh’ – o)  from kakos 2556 and the base of ergon 

2041;  a wrong-doer, i.e. criminal: --evil-doer, malefactor. 

− malefactor – one who commits a crime; one guilty of violating the laws, in 

such a manner as to subject him to public prosecution and punishment, 

particularly to capital punishment; a criminal. 

• G3027  leistes  (lace – tace’)  from leizomai (to plunder); a brigand: --robber, thief. 

− brigand – a robber; a free  booter; a lawless fellow who lives by plunder, or 

who belongs to a band of robbers. 

 

Perhaps this doesn’t really change the way we look at these two men, but one 

thing remains constant; regardless of their crime, they are people who were 

enemies of the Roman government who were sentenced to die because of their 

actions.  However, whenever there seems to be a discrepancy between the 

verses of the Scripture, time is worth investing in the study of these differences. 

 

It is now time to break the some stereotypes.  There is a very popular painting of 

Jesus hanging on the cross with just a few stripes and a white loin cloth.  Perhaps 

this was done in order to not upset or offend the brethren.  However, the truth of 

the matter is, this painting does not match up with the Scriptures or the Roman 
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way of discipline.  It also encourages the idea of a king with a reed for a scepter; 

one who is weak and just won’t be empowered very long, as explained in the 

section entitled, “A crown of thorns, a robe and a reed.”  Let’s examine these 

four points of contention. 

 

First of all, Christ was flogged with a Roman scourge, which was an instrument of 

torture, designed to rip the skin open, and in some cases off the body. 

 
• Isaiah 52:14  “Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was marred 

more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men;” 
• Revelation 5:6  “And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of 

the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as 

though it has been slain 

 

Secondly, Roman flogging was always more than three or four stripes.  The 

painting of Christ shows only a couple of stripes, which historically is not 

accurate. 

   

Thirdly, crucifixion was more than a gruesome physical torture, as it also included 

the element of embarrassment (psychological torture).  Those who were 

crucified were most always (if not always) naked.  A few resources reference the 

fact that, in some instances, a spike was driven through the genitals of the victim.  

The popular portrait which shows Christ hanging on the cross, with a bright white 

loin cloth and a few stripes, is just not historically accurate. 

     

And lastly, these crucifixions were not on some obscure hill, out of the way from 

the general public.  Actually, it was the total opposite.  Crucifixions were done on 

major thoroughfares just outside of the city gates, where passersby could see the 

significant damage inflicted upon the bodies of the guilty.  This was done to 

discourage any and all people from rising up against the Roman government.         

 

Jesus had suffered the ultimate in pain and the lowest form of death.  Death on 

the cross was forbidden for Jews and also reserved for disobedient Romans 

slaves.  But, since it was the Jews who were calling for this, Christ’s crucifixion was 

allowed.  (Mk 15: 33 – 39) 

 

Tradition has taught us that Christ carried the entire cross to Golgotha.  Again, 

tradition is a hard thing to rebut, even when it is wrong.  There are two 

parts/pieces to the Roman cross.  The upright piece (called the ‘stipe’) was 

much longer than the cross-bar (called the ‘patibulum’).  There is agreement 

among many scholars/commentaries that the patibulum weigh approximately 

85 – 120 pounds.  That being the case, the entire cross could have weighed 240 – 

300 pounds.  The condition of the Lord’s body after the flogging would have 

prevented Him from carrying a load of this magnitude.  Actually, a person in 

good physical condition would possibly struggle carrying that weight along the 

650 yard journey from the Roman palace to the Place of the Skull.  
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• Matthew 27:35  NIV Full Life Study Bible study note – The cross beam is placed on 

the ground and Jesus is laid on it.  His arms are stretched along the beams and a 

heavy square, wrought-iron nail is driven through His hand (or wrist), first into the 

right, then into the left hand, and deep into the wood.  Next Christ is lifted up by 

ropes or ladders, the cross beam is bound or nailed to the upright beam and a 

support for the body is fastened on it.   Lastly, his feet are extended and a larger 

piece of iron is driven through them. 

 

In addition to the obvious physical pain from the flogging, there are other 

medical issues that factor into the pain and suffering Christ went through on the 

cross.  Because the arms are spread out and elevated above the head, the 

body can’t produce proper blood circulation, preventing proper flow of oxygen 

to vital organs, thus causing pain.  Again, due to the way the victim is positioned 

on the cross, there is severe muscle cramping and spasms.  When the patibulum 

(crossbar) is ready to be nailed to the stipe (upright beam), at that point the 

victim is secured only by their wrists, causing dislocation in the shoulders.  

Because it takes time to position the cross-bar and the entire weight of the 

victim’s body is on the wrists, they become dislocated as well.  Hypovolemic 

Shock occurs when a person loses 20% or more of the body’s blood supply.  The 

blood loss depletes the body of oxygen and prevents the heart from pumping 

more blood.  Symptoms of Hypovolemic Shock include nausea, profuse 

sweating, dizziness, confusion and loss of consciousness.  Vomiting is also a 

frequent symptom, which could increase the speed of suffocation.  The nails 

driven into the wrists would pierce the main nerve running through the arm.  

Direct exposure of the nerve to the thick slab of metal produced a constant pain 

that had to be endured every time the crucified person pulled up to breathe. 

 
Medical Reference Sources: 

http://listverse.com/2017/09/03/10-excruciating-medical-facts-about-the-crucifixion-of-christ/ 

http://www1.cbn.com/medical-view-of-the-crucifixion-of-jesus-christ 

 

The time of Jesus’ crucifixion was the third hour (Mark 15:25), which is 

approximately 9:00a.m.  When the soldiers were finished putting Jesus on the 

cross, they divided His garments into four parts, one for each soldier.  But the 

tunic was woven so that there was no seam.  The soldiers decided not to tear it 

apart, but to leave it in one piece and cast lots for it.  This fulfilled the Old 

Testament scripture verse in Psalm 22:18.  Then the soldiers sat down and kept 

watch over Him (Matt. 27:36).   

   
• Psalm 22:18  NKJV  “They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing 

they cast lots.” 

 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah would be killed with criminals. 

Prophecy 
Isaiah 53:9, 12  “And they made His grave with the wicked – but with the rich at His 

death, because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.  
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12Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with 

the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with 

the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercessions for the 

transgressors.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 27:38  “Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and 

another on the left.” 

Mark 15:27 – 28  “With Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the 

other on His left.  28So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘And He was numbered 

with the transgressors.’” 

Luke 22:37  “37For I say to you that this which is written must still be accomplished in 

Me: ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.’ For the things concerning Me 

have an end.” 

Luke 23:33  “33And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they 

crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.” 

John 19:17 – 18  “And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a 

Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 18where they crucified Him, and two others 

with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center.” 

The Messiah’s clothes are divided among the soldiers. 
Prophecy 

Psalm 22:18  “They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast 

lots.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 27:35  “Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that 

it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: ‘They divided My garments 

among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.’” 

Mark 15:24  “And when they crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for 

them to determine what every man should take.” 

Luke 23:34  “Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

do.”  And they divided His garments and cast lots. 

John 19:23 – 24  “Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments 

and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic.  Now the tunic was 

without seam, woven from the top in one piece.  24The said therefore among 

themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,” that the Scripture 

might be fulfilled which says:  ‘They divided My garments among them; and for My 

clothing they cast lots.’  Therefore the soldiers did these things. 

The Messiah would have His hands and feet pierced. 
Prophecy 

Psalm 22:16  “For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has 

enclosed Me.  They pierced My hands and My feet.” 

Fulfillment 
Luke 24:39 – 40   “’Behold, My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself.  Handle Me and 

see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.’  40When He had 

said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.” 

John 20:27  “Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; 

and reach your hand here, and put it into My side.  Do not be unbelieving, but 

believing.”” 

The Messiah prays for those who persecuted Him. 
Prophecy 

Isaiah 53:12  “Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide 

the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was 
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numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made 

intercessions for the transgressors.” 

Fulfillment 
Luke 23:34  “Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

do.’  And they divided His garments and cast lots.” 

The Messiah becomes cursed for hanging on a tree. 
Prophecy 

Deuteronomy 21:22 – 23   “"If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, and he 

is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his body shall not remain overnight on 

the tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so that you do not defile the land 

which the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance; for he who is hanged is 

accursed of God. 

Fulfillment 
Galatians 3:13  “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a 

curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"),” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


