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Cursing the fig tree and clearing the temple. 
Four days prior to the Passover: 9th – 10th of Abib  

Matt. 21:12 – 17;  Mark 11:12 – 19;  Luke 19:45 – 48 

 
• Mark 11:12  NKJV  “Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, 

He was hungry.” 

 

In two of the three synoptic gospels (Matthew and Luke), it would be easy to think 

that Jesus went into the temple immediately after the triumphal entry to ‘cleanse 

the temple.’  However, Mark’s account gives us more clarity into the timing of 

this event.  Mark writes that Jesus went into the temple and, because the hour 

was late, He looked around and then went back to Bethany with His disciples 

(Mark 11:11).  However, the next few verses actually shed light upon the timing of 

the action of cleansing the temple and the cursing of the fig tree. 

 

The day after the triumphal entry, which is now the Sabbath (Saturday), Jesus 

and His disciples return to Jerusalem.  During their journey from Bethany, Jesus 

became hungry (Mark 11:12).  The Scriptures tell us that He saw a fig tree in the 

distance that had leaves, signifying that it should have fruit.  But when Jesus 

came to it, there was no fruit (Mark 11:13).  In response, Jesus cursed the fig tree, 

that it would never again produce fruit and the disciples heard Him (Mark 11:14). 

 

Why did Jesus curse the fig tree?  Was it that He was just hungry and angry that 

He was not able to eat?  Perhaps it was a disdain for the things that appear to 

be something that they are not, which would be in line with His teachings (Matt. 

23:27).  In the entirety of the Bible, there is never a parable or account that is told 

just for the sake of telling it.  There is always a life application or principle that 

accompanies the account.  During this episode, verse thirteen tells us that figs 

were not in season; just a small detail but one of great importance.  

 
• Matthew 23:27  NKJV  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you are 

like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are 

full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.” 
 

They continue on to Jerusalem and when they arrived at the temple, Jesus drives 

out those who bought and sold in the temple, overturning the tables of the 

money changers and the seats of those who sold doves (Matt.21:12; Mark 11:15; 

Luke 19:45).  There is probably a great deal of activity within the temple, since this 

is Saturday (the Sabbath).  As Jesus enters, He is immediately face to face with 

those who bought and sold the items necessary for the ritual cleansing of sin 

conducted by the Levitical priests.  The zeal for His Father’s house cannot be 

withheld any longer (Psalm 69:9).  However, this is not to be confused with the 
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time when Jesus entered the temple, having made a whip of cords, and drove 

out the animals, money changers and overturned tables (John 2:15), which is an 

event that took place earlier in His appointed time of ministry.  He cleansed the 

temple and said to them: “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ 

but you have made it a den of thieves.’” (Matt. 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46)  In fact, 

Mark’s account says that Jesus taught them, saying, “Is it not written . . .”    

 

Once He finished the temple cleansing process, the blind and the lame came to 

Him while He was still in the temple, and He healed them (Matt. 21:14).  This only 

caused the scribes and chief priests to seek harder how to destroy Him (Mark 

11:18; Luke 19:47), for they now feared Him (Mark 11:18).  This makes total sense as 

it was against the rabbinical laws to heal on the Sabbath (Matt. 12:10).  When 

evening came, He left the temple and returned to Bethany with His disciples 

(Matt. 21:17; Mark 11:19). 

 

Placing the timing of this day and events on the Sabbath could explain why 

there were so many at the temple.  Also, healing on the Sabbath was 

considered by the religious leaders as not lawful.  His willingness to go against the 

rabbinical laws and compassion for the people would also explain why Jesus 

was so popular, but causing the religious people to feel an immediacy in 

disposing of Him.    

 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah would be troubled by the zeal for His Father’s house.  

Prophecy 
Psalm 69:9  NKJV  “Because zeal for Your house has eaten me up, and the 

reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 21:13  NKJV  “And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a 

house of prayer’, but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ “ 

Mark 11:17  NKJV  “Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall 

be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a ‘den of 

thieves.’ ” 

Luke 19:45 – 46  NKJV  “Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those 

who bought and sold in it, 46saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house is a house of 

prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


