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Handed over to Roman authority 
14th of Abib (daybreak on Thursday) 

Matthew 27:11 – 26;  Mark 15:2 – 15;  Luke 23:2, 3, 18 – 25;  John 18:29 – 19:16 

 

• Matt. 27:1 – 2  NKJV  “1When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the 

people plotted against Jesus to put Him to death. 2And when they had bound 

Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor.” 

• John 18:28  NIV  “Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the 

Roman governor.  By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial 

uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat 

Passover.” 

 
This is an appropriate time to remind us that this event was happening during the 

Feast of the Passover.  This places an exact day and month on this event as the 

Passover is commanded to be observed on the 14th day of the first month (called 

Abib) of the year.  This is the feast which commemorates the tenth plague of 

Egypt during the Hebrew bondage, and the subsequent exodus of the Hebrews 

from Egypt.  The Spirit of The Lord passed over all houses whose doorposts were 

marked with the blood of a one year old male goat or lamb.  Those whose 

doorposts were not marked with the blood suffered the death of all first-born 

children.  How ironic is it that the Sanhedrin is killing the Son of God on the same 

day that Jesus’ Father rescued the Sanhedrin’s ancestors.  No, this is not a 

coincidence.   

 

It is now early morning, after a night filled with betrayal (Judas Iscariot), 

disappointment (Peter, James & John sleeping in the garden), turmoil (His arrest), 

false accusations, and physical abuse.  Jesus is wrongfully accused and while He 

stands before Pilate, it can't be ignored that even through this ordeal, He has 

maintained His composure.  There is no ranting or raving about being falsely 

accused.  There is no reviling found in Him toward the members of the 

Sanhedrin.  Truly the peace of God surpasses all understanding.  How many in 

today's societies would be able to stand while being falsely accused of a crime, 

having full confidence in the Lord God Almighty to see us through the situation, 

especially knowing what the consequences would be for being found guilty by 

the Roman governor and the sentence being carried out by the Romans 

centurions.  As we will see in the next section, the Romans were brutal with 

regard to how they carried out a guilty sentence. 

 
• Matt. 27: 11 – 20  11Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked 

Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?”  Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 
12And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered 
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nothing.  13Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things they testify 

against You?” 14But He answered him not one word, so that the governor 

marveled greatly.  15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing 

to the multitude one prisoner whom they wished. 16And at that time they had a 

notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17Therefore, when they had gathered 

together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release to you? 

Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that they had handed 

Him over because of envy.  19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 

sent to him, saying, “Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered 

many things today in a dream because of Him.”  20But the chief priests and elders 

persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 

 

At this time, it would be beneficial to look at this man, Pilate.  He does show up in 

54 verses of the Scriptures; in each of the four gospel accounts, as well as in Acts 

and 1 Timothy.  First of all, let us start by saying that there is archaeological proof 

of Pilate’s actual existence in the land now called Israel.  In 1961, Italian 

archaeologists excavated an ancient theater in Caesarea.  They discovered a 2’ 

x 3’ inscribed stone.  The inscription read: ‘Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea, has 

presented the Tiberieum to the Caesareans.’  (blue letter bible.org)  In addition, it 

was just announced on December 2, 2018 that a ring was found during an 

archaeological ‘dig’ at the site of Herodion in 1968–69 , but only now has the 

inscription been properly deciphered.  Herodion was located approximately 15 

kilometers south of Jerusalem and 5 kilometers south – east of Bethlehem.  It was 

built by Herod the Great (37BC to 4BC).  The ring was apparently a stamping ring 

and included a picture of a wine vessel surrounded by Greek writing translated 

as “Pilatus.”  (haaretz.com)  Pilate’s death is documented as 39AD.  The cause of 

his death remains a mystery.             

 

The following is an excerpt from information found on Biblegateway.com. 

 
Pilate was the 5th Roman procurator of Judea, appointed by Emperor 

Tiberius in 26AD and ruled for ten years.  He was married to Claudia 

Proculus, who was the granddaughter of the Emperor Augustus.  His area 

of jurisdiction was Samaria, Judea, the former kingdom of Archelaus, and 

the area south as far as Gaza and the Dead Sea.  His authority over all 

persons in his area, except Roman citizens, was virtually absolute.  On the 

other hand, the Jews were granted a degree of liberty and self–

government.  The Sanhedrin at Jerusalem possessed various judicial 

functions, but death sentences could not be carried out until confirmed 

by the Roman procurator. 

 

The New Testament record portrays Pilate as cynical and skeptical – a 

hardheaded Roman, but lacking the traditional Roman virtues of honor, 

justice, and integrity.  Pilate was a dealer in compromise and expediency 

rather than a maintainer of justice.  His cynical question “What is truth?” 

(John 18:38) – essentially a brush – off rather than an inquiry – keynotes his 

character.          
 

Another souce, Biography.com, has this to say about Pilate’s duties: 
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As a Roman prefect, Pontius Pilate was granted the power of a supreme 

judge, which meant that he had the sole authority to order a criminal’s 

execution.  His duties as a prefect included such mundane tasks as tax 

collection and managing construction projects.  But, perhaps his most 

crucial responsibility was that of maintaining law and order.  Pontius Pilate 

attempted to do so by any means necessary.  What he couldn’t 

negotiate, he is said to have accomplished through brute force. 

 

Pilate questions Jesus, then defers to Herod 
Now that we have a basic understanding of who Pilate was, we can see that he 

isn’t really interested in getting involved with this situation.  In his initial interaction 

with Jesus, Pilate is convinced that He is an innocent man.  So, when Pilate 

discovered that Jesus was a Galilean, he found a way out of having to concern 

himself with Jesus, the Sanhedrin and the riotous crowd.  Since Jesus was a 

Galilean, Pilate could then defer any and all decisions to Herod Antipas, who 

was tetrarch of Galilee (Luke 23:7).  This was a delicate maneuver, though, as 

Pilate and Herod were not cordial with each other (Luke 23:12). 

 

Herod had a desire to meet Jesus, perhaps through the contact he had with 

John the Baptist prior to his ordering of John to be beheaded.  Whatever Pilate’s 

motives were, he must have gained knowledge about this desire of Herod, which 

would serve very well for Pilate’s intention to wash his hands of the situation. 

 

This was an easy transition, as Herod Antipas was in Jerusalem for the Passover 

celebration (Luke 23:7), as his wife was a Jewish proselyte.  They were probably 

staying near Pilate’s location.  Luke’s account tells us that Herod was 

exceedingly glad when seeing Jesus, because he had heard much and hoped 

Jesus would ‘perform’ a miracle while in his presence.  However, when he 

questioned Jesus, He remained silent.  When Herod realized that Jesus was not 

going to give him satisfaction, the Scriptures say that he and his soldiers “treated 

Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him 

back to Pilate.”   

 

We really don’t know much about their specific actions toward Jesus.  The one 

specific piece of information we do get is about a gorgeous robe being place 

upon Jesus, which will be addressed further in a later section of this writing.  

Regardless, this move by Pilate, to send Jesus to stand before Herod, ended 

whatever enmity that previously existed between these two Roman leaders.  In 

fact, the account in Luke tells us that they became friends this very day (Luke 

23:12).   

 

From Herod Back To Pilate 
So, the scene now switches back to Pilate, who has called together the chief 

priests, the rulers, and the people (Luke 23:13).  Three times he tries to release 

Jesus, stating to the mob that he (and Herod) found no fault in Him (Luke 23:22). 

 

Before Pilate carries out his sentencing, there are a couple of events worth 

investigating.  One is that while Pilate is sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 
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sends a message to him regarding Jesus.  The account in Matthew 27 states that 

Pilates’ wife has had a vision or dream showing her that Jesus was just (NKJV) or 

innocent (NIV).  She also said that she had suffered greatly because of this 

dream.  In canonized Scripture, Pilate’s wife is mentioned only once and remains 

unnamed.  However, in the non-canonized “Gospel of Nicodemus,” she is 

named as Claudia Proculus, a granddaughter of the Emperor Augustus, and a 

proselyte to Judaism. (biblegateway)  According to several sources, Claudia 

Proculus (Pilate’s wife) was converted to Christianity, and executed as a 

Christian.   

 

In the previous paragraph, it is stated that Pilate’s wife was only mentioned in the 

single verse of Matthew 27.  There is speculation by some that perhaps she is 

actually called by name in 2 Timothy 4:21, as Paul closes his epistle to young 

Timothy.  Paul is writing this letter from prison and is calling out the names of those 

imprisoned with him.  It was a common practice of that era, that those people 

who were sentenced to death were sent to long exile – let us recall Titus from the 

Flavian family.  It is quite possible that not only was Claudia sentenced to death, 

but, like Titus (who was of noble descent, from the Flavian family, the dynasty of 

Emperors Vespasian and Domitian), she also served the apostles and their 

disciples in exile.  (pravoslavie.ru)  
      
 

• Matthew 27:19  NLT  “Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 

sent him this message:  “Leave that innocent man alone.  I suffered through a 

terrible nightmare about him last night.” 

• Matthew 27:19  MSG  “While court was still in session, Pilate’s wife sent him a 

message:  “Don’t get mixed up in judging this noble man.  I’ve just been through 

a long and troubled night because of a dream about him.” 

 

The other event is that Pilate summons Jesus into the palace for a private 

conversation, without interruption from the crowd.  This is only found in the 

account of John 18.  There are a couple of points here:  1) Pilate takes a 

momentary interest in the man Jesus, to question Him in private.  2) Jesus is 

summons into the palace.  We have already seen that the Sanhedrin would not 

go into the palace because it would make them ceremonially unclean for 

Passover.  But there is no documentation that Jesus objected to entering the 

palace, thus making Him unclean in the eyes of the Sanhedrin and the rest of the 

crowd. 

   

• John 18:33, 38  NIV  “Pilate then went back into the palace, summoned Jesus 

and asked Him, “Are You the king of the Jews?”   “With this he went out again to 

the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.” 

• John 18:33, 38  KJV  “Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called 

Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews?”    “And when he had 

said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no 

fault at all.” 
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Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah would be silent before His accusers. 

Prophecy 
Isaiah 53:7  “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; 

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its sheerer is silent, so 

He opened not His mouth.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 27:13 – 14  “The Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things they 

testify against You?  14But He answered him not one word, so that the governor 

marveled greatly.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


