
Ultimate Servanthood 

 

JWF Ministries International, Inc. – Jeff Ferguson – 2018    
 

78 

 
 

“It is finished,” literally meaning “paid in full”! 
Matthew 27:50 – 56;  Mark 15:37 – 41;  Luke 23:46 – 49;  John 19:30     

 

The atoning work of the cross is nearing its completion.  Standing near the cross 

of Jesus is His earthly mother, Mary, His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene.  Also, along with them is the disciple He loved. (John 19:25)  

Jesus speaks to His mother and to John that they are now to care for one 

another as a mother and a son.  John’s gospel says that from that hour he took 

her to his own home. (John 19:26)  The Lord knows that all things were now 

accomplished.  So that the Scripture might be fulfilled, He said, “I thirst!”  (Psalm 

69:21)  One from the crowd filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed 

(hyssop), and put it to His mouth (Matt. 27:48; Mark 15:36; John 19:29).  Once Jesus 

received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!”  (John 19:30)  Then He cried out with 

a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”  At this point, He breathed 

His last breath.  (Matt. 27:50; Mark 15:37; Luke 23:46) 

 

At the last breath of Jesus, the veil of the temple, which separated mankind from 

the Holy of Holies, was torn from top to bottom.  (Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45)  

This, in and of itself, is something that needs to be taken in.  There are many 

authors, scholars and theologians who try to make the miracle of the tearing of 

the veil about its thickness.  In fact, there are different articles published 

declaring the veil was between 10 centimeters and 4 inches thick.  However, 

there is nothing in the Scriptures that give specific instruction as to the thickness 

of the veil.  So, this miracle must not be about how thick the veil was.  Rather, 

there are, in fact, details about the inner sanctuary where the veil would hang, 

separating it from everyone, except the high priest once per year.  This appears 

in 1 Kings 6:19 – 20.   

 
• 1 Kings 6:19 – 20  And he prepared the inner sanctuary inside the temple, to set 

the ark of the covenant of the LORD there.  The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits 

long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits high.  He overlaid it with pure gold, 

and overlaid the altar of cedar.” 
 

The inner sanctuary, Holy of Holies, dimensions are spelled out in cubits.  A cubit is 

approximately 18 inches in length.  Therefore, this room is 30 feet long, 30 feet 

wide and 30 feet high.  Since the veil needs to hide the room completely from 

everything, it would have needed to be 30 feet wide and 30 feet tall.  The fact 

that the veil was torn from top to bottom, as the Scriptures declare, is truly a 

miracle unexplainable.  Not even Goliath would have had a wingspan long 

enough to reach the top of the veil, much less to grab and tear it.           
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Also, the earth quaked and the rocks were split and the sun was darkened.  

(Matt. 27:51; Luke 23:45)  Graves were opened and many bodies of the saints who 

had died were raised.  (Matt: 27:52)  After these things, the centurion and those 

who were guarding Jesus feared greatly and said, “Truly this was the Son of God.”  

(Matt. 27:54; Mark 15:39; Luke 23:47)  Many of the women who followed Jesus from 

Galilee were there looking on from a distance, including Mary Magdalene, Mary 

the mother of James, Joses and Salome, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.  

(Matt. 27:55 – 56; Mark 15:40 – 41)       

 

This occurred on the Day of Preparation (the day before the Sabbath), and this 

Sabbath was a high day.  (John 19:31)  The bodies should not remain on the cross 

on the Sabbath, therefore the Jews asked Pilate that the victims hung on the 

crosses have their legs broken (to speed up the process of dying) and that they 

may be taken down from their crosses.  (John 19:31)  Pilate consented and the 

soldiers broke the legs of the two criminals, but they noticed that Jesus was 

already dead, so they didn’t break His legs.  (John 19:33)  However, one soldier 

did pierce His side with a spear, and blood and water came out of His body. 

(John 19:34) 

 
• John 19:34 – 37  NKJV  “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and 

immediately blood and water came out.  35And he who has seen has testified, 

and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may 

believe.  36 For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not 

one of His bones shall be broken.”  37And again another Scripture says, “They shall 

look on Him whom they pierced.”  

• Matt. 27: 51;   “Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split,”  The Intercessor had 

taken His place at the right hand of God Almighty.  The suffering was finished and 

the debt paid in full.   
• Isaiah 53: 5; “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 

iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we 

are healed.” 

 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah would be extremely thirsty.  

Prophecy 
Psalm 22:15  “My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue clings to My 

jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death.” 

Psalm 69:3  “I am weary with my crying; my throat is dry; my eyes fail while I wait for 

my God.” 

Psalm 69:21  “They also gave me gall for my food, and for my thirst they gave me 

vinegar to drink.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 27:34  “the gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink.  But when He had 

tasted it, He would not drink.” 

Matthew 27:48  “Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour 

wine and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink.” 
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Mark 15:23  “Then they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to drink, but He did not 

take it.” 

Luke 23:36  “The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine,” 

John 19:28  “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that 

the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!”” 

The Messiah commits His Spirit to God.  
Prophecy 

Psalm 31:5 AMP  “Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O 

LORD, the God of truth and faithfulness.”   

Fulfillment 
Luke 23:46 AMP  “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, Into Your 

Hands I commit My Spirit!”  Having said this, He breathed His last.” 

The Messiah’s body would be pierced.  
Prophecy 

Zechariah 12:10  “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 

pierced.  Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for 

Him as one grieves for a firstborn.” 

Fulfillment 
John 19:34  “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately 

blood and water came out.” 

John 19:37  “And again another Scripture says, ‘The shall look on Him whom they 

pierced.’” 

Revelation 1:7  “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even 

they who pierced Him.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


