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Mary anoints Jesus’ feet. 
Six days prior to the Passover: 7th – 8th of Abib 

John 12:1 – 11 

 
• John 12:1  “Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where 

Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead.” 

 

Six days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Jesus and His 

disciples were in Bethany, at the house of Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the 

dead (John 12:1).  They are attending a dinner that was given in Jesus’ honor 

(John 12:2).  While Martha was busy serving and Lazarus was reclining at the table 

with his guests, Mary took a ‘pound’ of expensive perfume and poured it on 

Jesus’ feet, wiping His feet with her hair (John 12:3).  The King James Version uses 

the word ‘ointment’ instead of ‘perfume.’  The Greek word used here for 

‘ointment’ is translated as ‘myrrh.’  Myrrh is frequently mentioned in Scripture in 

connection with the embalming of the dead.  Myrrh had to be crushed in order 

to give out its fragrance.  This, in and of itself, is a fitting description of what is 

about to happen to the Lord Jesus (Isaiah 52:14; 53:5).  By the way, this is not the 

first time Jesus had received a gift of myrrh.  When the three wise men came to 

see Him as a small child, they brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matt. 

2:11).   

    
• G3046 =  litra  (lee’ – trah)   of Latin origin (libra); a pound in weight: -- pound 

• G3464 = muron  (moo’ – ron)  probably of foreign origin;  “myrrh”, i.e. (by 

implication) perfumed oil: - -ointment  

• Isaiah 52:14; 53:5  NIV  “14Just as there were many who were appalled at Him – His 

appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and His form 

marred beyond human likeness—“  “5But He was pierced for our transgressions, 

He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on 

Him, and by His wounds we are healed.” 

 

Judas Iscariot objected to this action, questioning why the perfume was not sold 

and the money given to the poor, as it was worth a year’s wages (John 12:5).  We 

know that he was the keeper of the money box for the disciples (John 13:29).  It is   

also known that he was a thief regarding the ministry’s money; that he used to 

take what was put in the money box (John 12:6).  But Jesus responds to him, 

saying that it was intended for her to save this perfume for the time of His burial 

(John 12:7).   

 

At this time, a large crowd of Jews gathered at Lazarus’ house, not only because 

of Him, but also to see the man Jesus raised from the dead (John 12:9).  This only 
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served to infuriate the chief priests, so they conspired to kill Lazarus as well.  

Because of Lazarus’ miracle, many Jews believed in Jesus.             

 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment 
The Messiah anointed by the Father and mankind. 

Prophecy 
Psalm 45:7  NKJV “You love righteousness and hate wickedness;  Therefore God, Your 

God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 26:7  “There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very 

precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat.” 

Luke 7:45 – 46  “Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath 

not ceased to kiss my feet.  46My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman 

hath anointed my feet with ointment.” 

John 12:3  “Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and 

anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled 

with the odour of the ointment.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


