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Preparation and the Passover Meal 
13th – 14th of AbibMatt. 26:17 – 19;  Mark 14:12 – 17;  Luke 22:7 – 14;  John 13:1 -  

 

We know, from matching the Old Testament scripture verses with the four 

gospels, that today is the Passover (14th of Abib).  All three of the synoptic gospel 

accounts refer to this day as the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

when the Passover lamb must be killed (Matt. 26:17; Mark 14:12; Luke 22:7).  The Old 

Testament directive is found in Exodus 12:1 – 6.  The Jewish day begins at 

sundown, when three stars become visible in the sky (Gen. 1:5).  Evening in 

sometimes defined as late afternoon, that is, between 3:00 pm and sundown. 

(hebrew4christians.com)  The 14th would actually be starting at sundown, which 

explains the preparations taking place during the daytime hours of this day. 

 

Early in the day, Jesus tells Peter and John to go and prepare the Passover meal 

so that He and the disciples can eat (Luke 22:8).   They ask Jesus where they are 

to go?  (Matt. 26:17; Mark 14:12; Luke 22:9).  He sends Peter and John into the city 

and tells them that they are to watch for a man carrying a pitcher of water and 

to follow him to his home (Mark 14:13; Luke 22:10).  Jesus instructs the disciples to 

speak to the master of the house, saying, “The Teacher says to you, “Where is the 

guest room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”  (Mark 14:14; Luke 22:11 

NKJV)  The Lord tells Peter and John that the master of the house will show them a 

large upper room that is furnished and already prepared (Mark 15:15; Luke 22:12).  

They found the room just as Jesus had said, and prepared the Passover 

(Mark14:16; Luke 22:13).   

 

So, what were the preparations that Peter and John needed to make?  First of 

all, after finding the Upper Room, all leaven (yeast) was to be removed from the 

house.  Then the Passover lamb was to be killed at twilight and roasted (not 

boiled), and the bitter herbs were to be prepared.  Of course, there was the 

wine for the meal, which was typical for the Israelites.  This would have been a 

non – fermented wine (Heb. = yayin), as dictated by the Passover law in Exodus 

12:14 – 20, which prohibited the presence or use of seor during the Passover 

week.  Seor is a Hebrew word that refers to yeast or any agent of fermentation.  

Furthermore, all hametz (i.e., anything that contained any type of fermentation) 

was forbidden (Exodus 12:19; 13:7).  Fermentation symbolized corruption and sin.  

(Full Life Study Bible – page 1535) 

 

In the evening Jesus came with His disciples (Mark 14:17; Luke 22:14).  John’s 

account makes an interesting statement in John 13:1.  The time of His departure 

was upon Him, but yet Jesus stays the course to give last minute instruction, 

teaching and encouragement to His disciples.   
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“Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had 

come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His 

own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.” 

 

Luke’s account quotes Jesus as saying, “With a fervent desire I have desired to eat 

this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is 

fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  (Luke 22:15 – 16  NKJV)  This statement really drives 

home the idea of which John was speaking.  Jesus truly loved His disciples, all of 

them, even the one who would betray Him.  As we will see in some of the 

following dialogue, Judas Iscariot was with Him until Jesus dismissed him in John 

13:27.       

 

How easily could the Lord have been distracted with the events He knew where 

just hours away from happening?  He had been instructing the disciples that He 

would soon be going away, yet He continued in the work of His ministry so that 

He would finish the race successfully.  I can’t help but think that this could have 

been what the Apostle Paul was thoughtfully considering when he was quoted in 

Acts 20:24 saying:   

 
“But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, 

so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received 

from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah as the Passover Lamb.  

Prophecy 
Genesis 22:8  KJV  “And Abraham said, My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a 

burnt offering: so they went both of them together.” 

Exodus 12:1 – 14, 46  “1Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 

saying, 2“This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of 

the year to you. 3Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth of this 

month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, 

a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and 

his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the persons; 

according to each man’s need you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb 

shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or 

from the goats. 6Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. 

Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 7And they 

shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the 

houses where they eat it. 8Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, 

with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat it raw, nor 

boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire—its head with its legs and its entrails. 10You 

shall let none of it remain until morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall 

burn with fire. 11And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on 

your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’S 

Passover.12‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I 

will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the 

houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague 
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shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.14‘So this day shall 

be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your 

generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance.”   

“46In one house it shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of the flesh outside the 

house, nor shall you break one of its bones.” 

Fulfillment 
John 19:31 – 36  “Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies 

should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), 

the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken 

away. 32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who 

was crucified with Him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already 

dead, they did not break His legs. 34But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a 

spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 35And he who has seen has 

testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you 

may believe. 36For these things were done that the Scripture should be 

fulfilled, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.”  

1 Corinthians 5:7  “Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, 

since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.” 

1 Peter 1:18 – 19  “knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like 

silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19but 

with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 

Revelation 5:6, 12  “And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the 

four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had 

been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God 

sent out into all the earth.”  “12saying with a loud voice: ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was 

slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory 

and blessing!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


