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Standing before Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin 
14th of Abib (very early morning on Thursday) 

Matthew 26:57 – 68;  Mark 14:53 – 65;  John 18:12, 13, 19 – 24  

 

Jesus is arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane by a detachment of soldiers and 

some officials, led by Judas Iscariot, who were sent by the chief priests and the 

Pharisees.  This crowd was armed with weapons, as validated by three of the four 

gospel accounts.   

 

At this point, Jesus is taken first to Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was 

the high priest that year (John 18:13).    The account in John 18 speaks of 'another 

disciple' going into the high priest's courtyard because he was known by the high 

priest, but Peter had to wait outside at the door.  This other disciple (believed to 

be John himself) came back to the door, speaking to the girl on duty, and 

brought Peter inside.  It is at this time when Peter denies the Lord for the first time. 

After questioning Jesus, Annas turns Him over the Caiaphas for further ridicule.  It 

is while Jesus stands before Caiaphas that Peter denies Him two more times. 

 

The physical torment which Jesus endured while standing accused before the 

Sanhedrin was merciless.  While He is standing before Caiaphas and the 

Sanhedrin, the King James Version states that Jesus is spit upon and buffeted.  

The Greek word used here is ‘kolaphizo’ (kol–af–id’–zo), which is translated as 

follows: 

 
• Strong’s Concordance = G2852 kolaphizo – to rap with the fist: --buffet  

• Thayer’s Greek – English Lexicon = G2852 kolaphizo – to strike with the fist, give 

one a blow with the fist.   

 

In other words, Jesus is taken before the legal and religious leaders of the area 

and abused by people spitting on Him and striking Him with their fists.  Others 

struck Him with their open hands (slapped Him).  Mark’s account states that He 

was also blindfolded.  In addition to this, they taunted Him with the directive to 

“Prophecy.”  This is really hard to imagine since this is supposed to be the group 

of men responsible for leading the Israelites in religious instruction and living. 

   
• Matt. 26:67 – 68  NKJV  “67Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others 

struck Him with the palms of their hands, 68saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is 

the one who struck You?” 

• Mark 14:65  NKJV  “Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to 

beat Him, and to say to Him, “Prophesy!”  And the officers struck Him with the 

palms of their hands.” 
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So, who is this group of men called the Sanhedrin.  The term ‘Sanhedrin’ is from a 

Greek word that means “assembly” or “council” and dates from the Hellenistic 

period, but the concept is one that dates back to the biblical times of Moses.  In 

fact, the word ‘Sanhedrin’ does not appear in the any of the literal translations of 

the Bible, which would include the KJV, NKJV, ASV, NASB, RSV NLT, ESV, YLT, DBY or 

HNV.  It does appear approximately 20 times in the NIV and 21 times in the CSB.  

However, you will find the English equivalent throughout the Old and New 

Testaments.  In searching for several sources regarding this topic, it was difficult to 

find several that agreed on a majority of points, indicating that there isn’t a great 

deal of accurate information available.   In order to get the correct and full 

understanding of this group of men, it is necessary to invoke the doctrine of first 

occurrences/first things.       

 

The concept for this group first appears in two accounts of the Pentateuch,  

Numbers 11:16 – 17 and Deuteronomy 16:18 – 20.  Another account appears in 2 

Chronicles 19:8, where Jehoshaphat receives instruction from the Lord. 

 
• Numbers 11:16 – 17  NKJV  “The LORD answered Moses, “Gather to Me seventy 

men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and 

officers over them; bring them to the tabernacle of meeting, that they may stand 

there with you.  17Then I will come down and talk with you there.  I will take of the 

Spirit that is upon you and will put the same upon them; and they shall bear the 

burden of the people with you, that you may not bear it yourself alone.” 

• Deuteronomy 16:18 – 20  NKJV  “You shall appoint judges and officers in all your 

gates, which the LORD your God gives you, according to your tribes, and they 

shall judge the people with just judgment.  19You shall not pervert justice; you 

shall not show partiality, nor take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise 

and twists the words of the righteous.  20You shall follow what is altogether just, 

that you may live and inherit the land which the LORD your God is giving you.” 

• 2 Chronicles 19:8 – 11  NKJV  “Moreover in Jerusalem, for the judgment of the 

LORD and for controversies, Jehoshaphat appointed some of the Levites and 

priests, and some of the chief fathers of Israel, when they returned to Jerusalem.  

9And he commanded them saying, ‘Thus you shall act in the fear of the LORD, 

faithfully and with a loyal heart: 10Whatever case comes to you from your 

brethren who dwell in their cities, whether of bloodshed or offenses against law or 

commandment, against statutes or ordinances, you shall warn them, lest they 

trespass against the LORD and wrath come upon you and your brethren.  Do this, 

and you will not be guilty.  11And take notice: Amariah the chief is over you in all 

matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of 

Judah, for all the king’s matters; also the Levites will be officials before you.  

Behave courageously, and the LORD will be with the good.”   

 

During the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry, there was a network of Sanhedrin.  The 

Great Sanhedrin was an assembly of 71 and was located in Jerusalem.  When 

the Temple of Jerusalem was standing (prior to its destruction of 70 C.E.), the 

Great Sanhedrin would meet in the Hall of Hewn Stone in the Temple during the 

day, except before festivals and the Jewish Sabbath (Shabbat) 
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(newworldencyclopedia.org), between the morning and evening sacrifices.  

(jewishencyclopedia.com)  On the Sabbath and on feast-days, the members of 

the beit din (court) assembled in the schoolhouse on the Temple mount.  

(jewishencyclopedia.com)  There were several sources that indicated that the 

members of the “assembly” were from three very distinct groups: the Sadducees, 

the Pharisees, and the Sages.  (thesanhedrin.org)              

 

There were also two lesser Sanhedrins that consisted of 23 judges, the minimum 

amount of judges required to try capital cases.  In addition to the two lesser 

sanhedrins, located at the entrances to the Temple courtyard and the Temple 

Mount respectively, every sizeable city, as well as every tribe, had its own Lesser 

Sanhedrin.  (chabad.org)  The Great Sanhedrin, as a body, claimed the powers 

that lesser Jewish courts did not have.  For example, it could try the king and 

extend the boundaries of the Temple and Jerusalem.  (newworldencyclopedia.org)  

 

The Great Sanhedrin was led by two men referred to as the Zugot (the Pairs).  

(jewishencyclopedia.com)  Once Moses passed away, the judge with the greatest 

knowledge was appointed in his stead.  Called the nasi, he would sit at the head 

of the court.  To his right sat the av beit din (patron of the court), the second 

greatest judge, who was appointed as the nasi’s assistant.  The remaining 69 

would sit before them, arranged according to age and stature.  The wiser the 

judge, the closer he would be seated to the nasi.  (chabad.org)  It is suggested by 

one source that the Nasi presided over the court on matters of religion/spirituality 

and the Av Beit Din presided over the Sanhedrin when it sat as a criminal court.  

(newworldencyclopedia.org)  This could possibly explain why the group that 

arrested Jesus took Him first to Annas, then to the high priest Joseph Caiaphas (a 

Sadducee). (thesanhedrin.org)  Perhaps we can make the assumption that these 

two men were probably the Zugot at that time, presiding over the Great 

Sanhedrin; Annas over the criminal court and Caiaphas over the religious/spirit 

court.        

 

This was a group of men that were very learned.  To be appointed to the Greater 

or Lesser Sanhedrin, one had to have achieved distinction in Torah knowledge 

and possess some knowledge of intellectual disciplines such as medicine, 

mathematics, calendar, astronomy, astrology and the teaching of idolatry, so 

that he would know how to judge cases concerning those fields.  Since the 

Sanhedrin was required to hear all testimony directly, rather than through an 

interpreter, they had to have at least two members who were fluent in that 

language to examine the witnesses, and a third member who at least 

understood the language.  (chabad.org)  Laws and decrees mandated by the 

Sanhedrin were binding on the entire Jewish nation, regardless of where they 

lived throughout the world.   

 

According to one source, every judge was required to have the following seven 

attributes: wisdom, humility, awe of heaven, a loathing for money (even their 

own), a love for truth, the love of the people at large, and a good reputation.  

(chabad.org)  This group of 70 members plus the high priest, were supposed to be 

the chief priests and elders of the Jewish people, responsible for making proper 
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decisions for the nation.  Priests and elders were/are to be looked up to as 

examples of how to live your life, full of wisdom and guidance.  That they would, 

as stated in Matthew's account, physically abuse the defendant or be looking 

for false witnesses to testify against the Lord tells us something of their character.  

It certainly does not line up with the seven attributes listed at the beginning of this 

paragraph.   

  
• Matthew 26:59  NKJV  “Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council 

sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death.” 
• Strong’s – G4892 sunedrion (soon-ed’-reeon) a joint session; the Jewish Sanhedrin 

• Holman’s Bible Dictionary - SANHEDRIN (san hee' drihn) The highest Jewish council 

in the first century. The council had 71 members and was presided over by the 

high priest. The Sanhedrin included both of the main Jewish parties among its 

membership. Since the high priest presided, the Sadducea priestly party seems to 

have predominated; but some leading Pharisees also were members (Acts 5:34; 

23:1-9).  The word Sanhedrin is usually translated “council” in the English 

translations of the Bible. 

• Easton’s Bible Dictionary – Sanhedrim  More correctly Sanhedrin (Gr. synedrion), 

meaning “a sitting together,” or a “council.” This word (rendered “council,” A.V.) 

is frequently used in the New Testament (Matt. 5:22; 26:59; Mark 15:1, etc.) to 

denote the supreme judicial and administrative council of the Jews, which, it is 

said, was first instituted by Moses, and was composed of seventy men (Num. 

11:16, 17). This “council” is referred to simply as the “chief priests and elders of the 

people” (Matt. 26:3, 47, 57, 59; 27:1, 3, 12, 20, etc.), before whom Christ was tried 

on the charge of claiming to be the Messiah. The Sanhedrin is said to have 

consisted of seventy-one members, the high priest being president. They were of 

three classes 1.) the chief priests, or heads of the twenty-four priestly courses (1 

Chr. 24), 2.) the scribes, and 3.) the elders. As the highest court of judicature, “in 

all causes and over all persons, ecclesiastical and civil, supreme,” its decrees 

were binding, not only on the Jews in Palestine, but on all Jews wherever 

scattered abroad. Its jurisdiction was greatly curtailed by Herod, and afterwards 

by the Romans. 

 

Again, the Sanhedrin were supposed to be the chief priests and elders of the 

Jewish people, responsible for making proper decisions for the nation.  Priests 

and elders were/are to be looked up to as examples of how to live your life, full 

of wisdom and guidance.  The Sanhedrin, instead, looked for testimonies of 

wrong doing.  They enticed people to give false testimony so they could find 

wrong–doing in Jesus.  Does this type of leadership remind you of anything 

today?    

 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah would be hit across the face.  

Prophecy 
Zechariah 13:7  “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, against the Man who is My 

Companion,” says the LORD of hosts.  “Strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be 

scattered; then I will turn My hand against the little ones.”” 

Micah 5:1  “Now gather yourself in troops, O daughter of troops; he has laid siege 

against us; they will strike the judge of Israel with a rod on the cheek.” 
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Fulfillment 
Matthew 26:67  “Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with 

the palms of their hands.” 

Luke 22:64  “And having blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the face and asked Him, 

saying, “Prophecy!  Who is the one who struck You?” 

The Messiah would be spat upon. 
 Prophecy 

Isaiah 50:6  “I gave My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those who 

plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 26:67 – 68  “Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him 

with the palms of their hands.  68saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ!  Who is the one who 

struck You?”” 

Matthew 27:30  “Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the 

head.” 

The Messiah would be falsely accused. 
Prophecy 

Psalm 35:11  “Fierce witnesses rise up; they ask me things that I do not know.” 

Psalm 109:2  “For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful have 

opened against me; they have spoken against me with a lying tongue.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 26:59  “Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false 

testimony against Jesus to put Him to death.” 

Mark 14:56 – 58  “For many bore false witness against Him, but their testimonies did 

not agree.  57 Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying, 58 "We 

heard Him say, 'I will destroy this temple made with hands, and within three days I will 

build another made without hands.' "  

The Messiah is silent before those who accuse Him. 
Prophecy 

Psalm 38:13 – 14  “But I, like a deaf man, do not hear; and I am like a mute who does 

not open his mouth.  14This I am like man who does not hear, and in whose mouth is 

no response.” 

Fulfillment 
1 Peter 2:23  “who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He 

did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously.” 

The Messiah would be hated without a reason. 
Prophecy 

Psalm 35:19  “Let them not rejoice over me who are wrongfully my enemies; Nor let 

them wink with the eye who hate me without a cause.” 

Fulfillment 
John 15:24 – 25  “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, 

they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My 

Father.  25But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their 

law, 'They hated Me without a cause.' 

 

 

 

 

 


