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Still teaching just hours before His death. 
John 14 – 17  

 

The Upper Room experience must have been quite a time.  Jesus has just eaten 

the Passover meal with the disciples, washed their feet, instituted the first of what 

we now call communion, announced His betrayal by one of the twelve, and 

now is teaching His disciples (all except Judas Iscariot, the betrayer).  It must 

have been a time of mixed emotion for all of them, starting with the excitement 

of celebrating the Passover to the eventual realization that Jesus is about to face 

certain death.  It has been said previously, but the focus of Jesus to fully 

complete His mission, even just hours before the appointed time of His demise, is 

truly amazing.      

 

This section is one of the key areas where John’s gospel sets itself apart from the 

other three accounts.  John is very detailed regarding the fact that Jesus is just 

hours away from being arrested in the garden, but yet He is still teaching His 

disciples about the kingdom of God.  Chapters 14 through 17 might just be 

considered a summary (refresher course) of His entire ministry and teachings 

during the time His disciples are with Him. 

 
The teachings of John 14 are all about promise.   

Jesus promises to go and prepare a place for us (vv. 1 – 4).  The Lord has always 

taught His disciples the importance of finishing strong.  In this instance, His time on 

the earth is finished, but His mission is not.  He will now go and prepare heaven 

for the arrival of His saints as we pass on into glory or are raptured into His 

presence.    

 

He announces that He the Way, the Truth, and the Life and that no one goes to 

the Father, except through Him (vv. 5 – 14).  There has been speculation that 

Jesus uses this comparison of being the Way, the Truth, and the Life as a 

reference to the three entrances of the Jewish Temple: the Way being the main 

entrance into the Temple; the Truth being the entrance into the holy place; and 

the Life being the entrance into the Holy of Holies, which by the way, Jesus 

destroys by going to the cross.  This has not been confirmed as truth that the 

three entrances were actually named this way, however, the comparison serves 

us well.  Through the analogy of Jesus being the only way to the Father, He 

confirms to the disciples that He and the Father are inseparable; that nothing He 

does can be done without the Father’s authority and approval.  Also, because 

of His relationship with the Father, we are now able to ask for the things we have 

need of, knowing that Jesus will do it if asked in His name.  Many have 

misinterpreted this verse and try to use it to gain the things of this world.  But that 

is not the intention with which Jesus makes this statement.  The entirety of the 
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ministry of Christ was that we would take our eyes off of the things of this world 

and seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.  In doing so, we start 

thinking like the Lord and desiring the things from the Lord that will further the 

kingdom and move others to a closer relationship with Yehovah.       

 

He promises the Holy Spirit will come to them (vv. 15 – 31).  Jesus knows that the 

spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.  But, in keeping the commandments of God, 

we show our continued love for Jesus and the Father.  In doing so, Jesus petitions 

the Father to send the Holy Spirit to be with us forever.  The Holy Spirit is referred 

to as the Spirit of Truth, so we must operate in that truth always.  By sending the 

Holy Spirit, we are assured that we will never be alone, that we always have 

access to the Father through this connection.     

 
He continues His teachings, in John 15, with the message of perseverance through all 

circumstances. 

The parable of the vine and the branches (vv. 1 – 8) is about persevering in our 

relationship with Christ and the Father and bearing the fruit of the kingdom.  We 

are called to bear much fruit and those who do not bear fruit are cut off from 

the kingdom and burned up.  The Father is referred to as the vinedresser who 

tends to the vine (Christ) and prunes the branches (believers) that are bearing 

fruit so that they will continue to produce even more.  This is not always a fun 

process, as pruning is the process of cutting away a small portion of the branch 

so that it will trigger more growth.    

 

Jesus reminds the disciples to love one another (vv. 9 - 17); that this is the way of 

the LORD and how to abide in Him.  We are reminded that we should always be 

ready to stand with our brethren through any and all situations, laying our lives 

down for one another.  Since we have been chosen by the Lord and appointed 

to bear fruit; not only to bear fruit, but that it should remain.  We are not called to 

be in neutral or go in reverse, but to always have our transmission in forward 

motion.  In other words, once we have attained a certain level in God, we need 

to maintain that level and continue to press on to the upward calling of Christ 

Jesus.     

 

In so doing, the world will hate the disciples (vv. 5:18 – 27 – 16:4).  Jesus reminds the 

disciples that if they are in Him and He is in them, they will not be treated any 

differently than He was.  His statement makes this very plain, “A servant is not 

greater than his master.  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.  If 

they kept My word, they will keep yours also.”  As we model the truth of God’s 

word, the world will more and more alienate us.  There is a move of the enemy, in 

those who do not know the Lord, to despise authority and deny absolute truth.  

This would bring about conviction and reform, which is what most unbelievers 

think is just not necessary, even radically opposed to.  Therefore, there is an even 

greater separation of darkness and light as we race to the end of the age.       

 
John 16 outlines the provision that has been made for the disciples (and all believers).   

He instructs the disciples about the work of the Holy Spirit (vv. 5 – 16).  Jesus 

explains that it is necessary for Him to depart so that the Helper (v. 6) can come.  
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The primary job is to convict the world of sin (because they do not believe in 

Jesus), of righteousness (because Jesus goes to the Father and is not seen any 

more) and of judgment (because the ruler of this world is judged).  The Holy Spirit 

is the Spirit of Truth guides believers into all truth, for He only speaks what He hears 

the Father say.    

  

Jesus teaches them that their grief will turn to joy (vv. 17 – 33).  Their grief will 

manifest from the cruelness with which Jesus is handled by the authorities and 

then killed.  It will be further prompted by the fact that the world will rejoice in His 

death.  But, because Jesus promises to return, their joy will be made to that no 

one can take it from them.  At this point, Jesus promises to talk with them plainly, 

no longer using figurative language.  He then predicts that the disciples will be 

scattered because of His death, but they will have peace in Him.  The world will 

have tribulation, but the provision has now been made for them to be of good 

cheer, for Christ has overcome the world.     

 
In John 17, Jesus demonstrates His instruction through action, stressing the importance of 

prayer and its effectiveness in all areas of life. 

One of the most effective teaching tools Jesus uses is to model His teaching 

through His life.  In this chapter, Jesus prays for three groups of people; Himself, 

the disciples, and all current believers and those yet to come.    

 

In verses 1 – 5, He prays for Himself, that He has finished the work He was sent to 

do and that He may return to the Father with the glory He had before the world 

began.   

 

The disciples are Jesus’ next topic of prayer (vv. 6 – 20) – for their protection as 

they remain in the world, going and doing the work of the kingdom.  The Lord 

proclaims that they are His and He is glorified in them.  He makes claim that He 

has lost none of them through this time, except the son of perdition (Judas 

Iscariot), but that was to fulfill the Scriptures.  Jesus petitions the Father that He 

should not take them from the world, but that He would keep them from the evil 

one,  and that they would be sanctified by the truth of God’s Word (v. 17). 

 

Finally, Jesus prays for all believers – that we will believe become a family in Jesus 

through the message of the disciples (vv. 21 – 26).  His prayer also includes His 

desire that we would join Him ‘where He is,’ and that we would behold His glory.  

He ends by praying that He has declared to us the name of the Father and that 

the love with which the Father has loved Jesus may be in us.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


