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The Burial of Jesus 
14th of Abib (Thursday late afternoon) 

Matthew 27:57 - 61;  Mark 15:42 - 47;  Luke 23:50 - 56;  John 19:38 – 42      

 
• Mark 15:42 – 43  NKJV  “Now when evening had come, because it was the 

Preparation Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a 

prominent council member, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, 

coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 
 

All four of the gospels account declare Joseph of Arimathea as the one who 

went to Pilate, requested permission to take the body of Jesus and give Him 

proper burial (Matt. 27:58; Mark 15:43; Luke 23:52; John 19:38).  There is actually quite 

a bit told about Joseph of Arimathea.  We know that Joseph was a disciple of 

Jesus (Matt. 27:57; John 19:38) and was waiting for the kingdom of God to come 

(Mark 15:43; Luke 23:51).  It is mentioned that Joseph was a wealthy man (Matt. 

27:57).  Luke’s gospel states that Joseph was a good and just man (Luke 23:51).  

Joseph was not just a council member (Luke 23:50), but a prominent council 

member (Mark 15:43) who did not consent to the Sanhedrin’s decision and deed 

to kill Jesus (Luke 23:51).  This would actually explain why the Scriptures tell us that 

Joseph, coming and taking courage (Mark 15:42), went secretly to Pilate, for he 

feared the Jews (John 19:38).               

 

Matthew and Mark both agree that Joseph went to Pilate on the evening that 

Jesus died (Matt. 27:57; Mark 15:42) and asked for His body (Matt. 27:58; Luke 23:52).  

Pilate marveled that Jesus was already dead, then summoned the centurion to 

confirm what Joseph had told him (Mark 15:44).  Pilate then granted Joseph’s 

request (Matt. 27:58; Mark 15:45; John 19:38).   

 

Now that Joseph had the body of Christ in his possession, it was his responsibility 

to prepare the body for burial and place it in a tomb.  He purchased some fine 

linen (Mark 15:46), then took Jesus’ body down from the cross (Matt. 27:59; Mark 

15:46; Luke 23:53; John 19:38).  At this point, the gospel of John tells us that 

Nicodemus joined Joseph, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, approximately 

100 pounds (John19:39 NKJV).  This is the same Nicodemus that Jesus encountered 

in the third chapter of John, having the conversation about being born–again.  

They took the body of Jesus and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as was 

the custom of the Jews to bury (Matt. 27:59; Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53; John 19:40).     

 

This is a good time to talk about what isn’t written in these scripture verses.  Both 

Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, and Nicodemus, a Pharisee, 

were well–known figures to the Jews.  Upon handling the lifeless body of Jesus, 
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they are now unclean according to The Law in Numbers 19:11 – 13  NKJV, which 

states: 

 

“He who touches the dead body of anyone shall be unclean seven days.  
12 He shall purify himself with the water on the third day and on the 

seventh day; then he will be clean.  But if he does not purify himself on the 

third day and on the seventh day, he will not be clean.  13 Whoever 

touches the body of anyone who has died, and does not purify himself, 

defiles the tabernacle of the LORD.  That person shall be unclean, 

because the water of purification was not sprinkled on him; his 

uncleanness is still on him.” 

 

There were also rabbinical laws that prohibited Jews from entering the Roman 

Praetorium or else they (Jews) would be unclean for a certain length of time.  This 

appeared earlier in this study, when the Jews were taking Jesus from Caiaphas 

to Pilate.   

   
• John 18:28  NIV  “Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the 

Roman governor.  By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial 

uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat 

Passover.” 

• John 18:28  NKJV  “Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it 

was early morning.  But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they 

should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover.”  

 

However, Joseph and Nicodemus were dedicated to caring for the body of 

Jesus, regardless of the penalty.  This action became an extremely bold 

testimony of who they had really become through their association with Jesus.  

Their focus was directed to the attentiveness to caring for their Lord’s body, 

rather than following the “letter of the Law,” regarding whether they were 

‘clean’ or ‘unclean.’  This, of itself, is a powerful testimony to the lifestyle change 

that occurs when submitting one’s life to Yeshua Ha’Mashiach (Jesus the 

Christ/Messiah).     

 

Although this next statement is pure speculation, it seems logical that their 

actions would eventually become known to the chief priests, the scribes and the 

council members.  There were probably several people who witnessed Joseph 

taking the body from the Place of the Skull to the tomb.  Pilate and a few soldiers 

were also privy to this knowledge.  Nicodemus would surely have been noticed 

as he traveled from his home to the tomb with 100 pounds of myrrh and aloes.   

Sooner or later, these two disciples would become targets of inquiry by the 

Sanhedrin, if not actually disbarment, torment and ridicule.  Sometimes it is just 

too easy to read over a verse or two and not really consider the circumstances 

involved, or the repercussions that would eventually take place, due to one’s 

actions.  This particular instance involved decisions that would literally impact 

their lives and the lives of their families forever. 

 

Isn’t that really what serving Jesus Christ is all about?  There is no other agent of 

change in the world that can alter and perfect your life the way Christ can! You 



Ultimate Servanthood 

 

JWF Ministries International, Inc. – Jeff Ferguson – 2018    
 

83 

may be thinking about all the different reasons why being a Christian isn’t really 

what it professes to be.  But consider this one question and its answer:  How do 

we really know that Christianity is the correct and true religion?  The answer lies in 

the fact that Christianity is the only religion in the world whose sole focus is the 

relationship between deity and its people.  Every other religion is based upon 

works.  The very essence of the Bible is that God loves you and wants to have an 

intimate relationship with you.   

 

This is really what this whole study is about.  John 3:16 NKJV says: “For God so loved 

the world that He sent His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life.”  The references to perishing and life are both 

focused on the eternal spiritual realm after we die a physical realm death.  But 

there is so much more to Christianity than the after–life.  The model life that Christ 

taught on in His Sermon of the Mount (Matt. 5 – 7) reflects this.  It is punctuated 

with the model prayer He taught His disciple in Matthew 6:9–13:    

 
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  10Your kingdom come.  

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  11Give us this day our daily 

bread.  12And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  13And do 

not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  For Yours is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.” 

 

Did you catch verse 10?  Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.  This life as a Christian is to model the kingdom of heaven while we 

are still here on the earth.  The life in heaven is about service to God and to 

others.  This study, though not literally stated, was all about Jesus modeling 

service to God, the Father, and about serving others.  Through all of the 

excitement (being anointed with perfume/ointment; the Triumphal Entry; etc), all of 

the disappointments (betrayal; apparent lack of understanding of His teachings; etc.), 

and all of the persecution (false witnesses; flogging; insults; crucifixion), His mission 

never changed.  He served the purposes of His Father to the end, while also 

serving His disciples and the other followers at the same time.  

 

Now, in the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the 

garden there was new tomb (John 19:41), where no one had ever lain before 

(Luke 23:53; John 19:41).  Joseph laid the body of Jesus in the tomb (Matt. 27:60; 

Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53; John 19:42), which was hewn out of rock (Matt. 27:60; Mark 

15:46; Luke 23:53).  Matthew 27:60 actually gives the most detail regarding this tomb 

as it states that he (Joseph) laid it (the body of Christ) in his (Joseph’s) new tomb 

which he (Joseph) had hewn out of the rock.  What we can gather from this is 

that Joseph is the owner of the tomb, which gives him the liberty to place Jesus 

there without having to gain permission from someone else, thus providing a 

certain amount of privacy.  What we don’t know from this is whether or not 

Joseph actually did the manual work of carving out the tomb from the rock 

himself, or if he hired it done, since he was a wealthy man.  Truly, that tidbit is 

really not important.  The point I am trying to make is simply that Joseph is giving 

everything of himself that is needed in order to serve the Lord in this hour.  
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At this point, Joseph rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb and 

departed (Matt. 27:60; Mark 15:46).  This was observed by the women who had 

come with Jesus from Galilee(Luke 23:55), and are identified as Mary Magdalene 

and Mary, the mother of Joses (Matt. 27:61; Mark 15:47), which is also the mother of 

Jesus. 
• Matt. 13:55  NKJV  “Is this not the carpenter’s son?  Is not His mother called Mary?  

And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas?” 
• Mark 6:3  NKJV  “’Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, 

Joses, Judas, and Simon?  And are not His sisters here with us?’  So they were 

offended at Him.” 
 

Western tradition states that Jesus was crucified and buried on Friday and that 

He arose on Sunday.  The problem with tradition is that it is hard to contend with, 

even when it is wrong.  The issue/problem with this traditional thought is found in 

Matthew 12:39–40, where Jesus is speaking with some of the scribes and Pharisees 

regarding seeing a sign from Him.  These verses say: 

 
“But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation 

seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 

prophet Jonah.  40For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 

belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three 

nights in the heart of the earth.”  (emphasis mine)    
 

Jesus is making the statement that He will be in the ground for three days and 

three nights.  If Christ was flogged on Friday morning, crucified around noon time 

and taken from the cross and placed in the tomb before evening (according to 

Jewish law), then rising on Sunday would not be a fulfillment of what He spoke in 

this passage.  Tradition says that He arose on the third day, which could probably 

be argued in a not–so–technical way.  Sunday would be the third day, however, 

Jesus was specific about three days and three nights.   

 

Tradition does not provide for this timing.  Remember the Jewish calendar is 

different than what the Westernized world uses.  We use the Gregorian calendar 

and measure days from 12:01am to 12:00 midnight.  The Jewish community uses 

a Luni – Solar calendar and measure days from sundown to sundown.  

(hebrew4christians.com)  When Christ is shown as being crucified on Thursday and 

put into the tomb, this gives opportunity to fulfill three nights (Thurs., Fri., and Sat.) 

and three days (Fri., Sat., and Sun.).  The Scriptures say that Jesus is raised on the 

third day, indicating that He is not in the tomb for a full 24 hour period.  The 

Hebrews and other ancient peoples used "inclusive reckoning," meaning that 

part of the day is counted as a "day." And the Bible lists several periods of "three 

days" that ended during, not after, the third day, and thus covered less than 

three full 24-hour days (Gen 42:17-19, for one example). (amazing-discoveries.org)          
 

    

Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah to be in the grave three days and three nights. 

Prophecy 
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Jonah 1:17  “Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah 

was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 12:39 – 40  “But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous 

generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 

prophet Jonah. 40For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 

great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 

earth.” 

The Messiah to be buried in a borrowed grave. 
Prophecy 

Isaiah 53:9  “And they assigned him a grave with the wicked, and with a rich man in 

his death.”   

Fulfillment 
Matthew 27:57–60  “Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from 

Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus.  This 

man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  58Then Pilate commanded the 

body to be given to him.  59When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a 

clean linen cloth, 60and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock; 

and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed.” 

The Messiah’s death would be voluntary and substitutionary. 
Prophecy 

Genesis 22:8  KJV  “And Abraham said, ‘My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a 

burnt offering: so they went both of them together.” 

Isaiah 53:12b  “Because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered 

with the transgressors, and He bore the sins of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors.”   

Isaiah 53:5 – 6, 11  “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 

iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are 

healed.  6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own 

way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 

Isaiah 50:6  ““I gave My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those who 

plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.”  

Fulfillment 
John 10:11  “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep.” 

Matthew 20:28  “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give His life a ransom for many.” 

1 Peter 2:24  “who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having 

died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


