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The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
Five days prior to the Passover:  8th – 9th of Abib 

Matthew 21:1 - 11; Mark 11:1 - 11; Luke 19:29 – 40 ; John 12:12 – 19 

 

• Matthew 21:4 – 5  “All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 

the prophet, saying, 
5Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto 

thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.’”  (Zechariah 

9:9) 

 

This portion of the Scriptures is well known by many, but perhaps the timing of this 

story isn’t as well known.  The triumphal entry takes place on the day after Jesus is 

anointing with myrrh by Mary (as John 12:12 states, “The next day . . .”).  This day is 

known by the Israelites as the preparation day, which is Friday, the day before 

the Sabbath.    

 

However, before proceeding, it seems prudent to try and place the timing of 

when Jesus told two of His disciples to go and find the colt, a foal of a donkey, 

for Him to ride into Jerusalem.  The synoptic gospels agree that this directive of 

the Lord was given prior to reaching Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mt. of 

Olives (Matt. 21:1; Mark 11:1; Luke 19:29).  Since Jesus was at the house of Lazarus, 

which was in Bethany, on the 8th of Abib, it would be reasonable to assume that 

this directive was either given earlier in the day on the 8th, prior to reaching 

Bethany, or even previous to the 8th of Abib.   

 

The mission of these two disciples is quite clear.  They are to go into the village 

opposite of them, but which village?  It could be reasoned that since their 

destination was Bethany (the house of Lazarus), this reference could mean for 

the two to go into Bethphage.  However, the account in Matthew states that 

they came to Bethphage (no mention of Bethany), so it could also be reasoned 

that they went to Bethany for the foal of a donkey.  The bottom line is that the 

Scriptures don’t clarify this aspect, so neither shall I.   

 

Jesus had given them specific instructions regarding what to look for and what 

to say if someone objects to their actions (Matt. 21:3; Mark 11:2 – 3; Luke 19:30 – 31). 

This event unfolded just as the Lord instructed them.  They found the donkey and 

the colt and as they were untying them, the owners inquired why they were 

taking the animals.  The disciples replied as they were instructed, receiving the 

owner’s consent to take them.  Mark and Luke speak of the fact that the colt 

had to be one upon which nobody had sat (Mark 11:2; Luke19:30).  This was done 

so the prophecy spoken in Zechariah 9:9 would be fulfilled.  But, Matthew’s 

account is the only one that speaks of the disciples taking both the donkey and 

the colt.  So, why did Jesus instruct the disciples to bring both the colt and the 
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mother?  If we look little closer to the verses in Mark and Luke, we find that they 

tell us this colt has never been ridden by anyone.  Naturally, there would be 

some resistance or skittish reaction when Jesus sat upon it.  The mother was 

brought along, and probably walked beside the colt during the triumphal entry, 

to help calm the colt through this process.      

 
• Zechariah 9:9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 

Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; 

lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” 

   

The disciples used their own clothes as a ‘saddle blanket’ for Jesus (Matt. 21:7; 

Mark 11:7; Luke 19:35).  As Jesus rode the colt toward Jerusalem, many of the 

crowd that had gathered to celebrate the Feast had spread their clothes on the 

road, while others cut down palm branches and spread them on the road (Matt. 

21:8; Mark11:8; Luke 19:36; John 12:13).  As Jesus neared the descent of the Mt. of 

Olives, the multitude of people start rejoicing, shouting and praising God for all 

the mighty works they had seen.   

 
• Matt. 21:9  “And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, 

Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 

Hosanna in the highest.” 

• Mark 11:9 – 10  “And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, 

Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord:  10Blessed be the 

kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in 

the highest.” 

• Luke 19:37 – 38  “And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the 

mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise 

God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; 38Saying, 

Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and 

glory in the highest.” 

• John 12:13b  “Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of 

the Lord.” 

 

It is at this point that some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd to 

silence His disciples.  His reply (Luke 19:40):  “I tell you that, if these should hold their 

peace, the stones would immediately cry out.”   
 

As Jesus nears Jerusalem, He starts weeping for the city because it did not 

recognize the Messiah (Luke 19:41 – 44).  The account in Mark states that Jesus 

went into Jerusalem and into the temple to look around.  Since it was late in the 

day, He and His disciples returned to Bethany for the evening (Mark 11:11).  The 

phrase ‘late in the day’ may indicate the this occurs after the conclusion of 

afternoon prayer in the temple, which would also possibly explain why Jesus did 

not stay in the temple, but rather returned with His disciples to Bethany.       

 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment 
The Messiah coming on a donkey. 

Prophecy 
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Zechariah 9:9  “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!  

Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on 

a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

Fulfillment 
Matthew 21:6 – 9  “So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. 7They 

brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them,  and set Him on 

them. 8And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9Then the multitudes who went 

before and those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David!  

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!  Hosanna in the highest!” 

Mark 11:6 – 10  “And they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded. So they let 

them go. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and He sat 

on it. 8And many spread their clothes on the road, and others cut down leafy 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9Then those who went before 

and those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the LORD! “ 

Luke 19:32 – 36  “32So those who were sent went their way and found it just as He had 

said to them. 33But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, “Why 

are you loosing the colt?”  34And they said, “The Lord has need of him.” 35Then they 

brought him to Jesus. And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus 

on him. 36And as He went, many spread their clothes on the road. 

John 12:14 – 16  “Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is 

written:  15”Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, sitting on a 

donkey’s colt.” 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


