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Anointed again at Bethany. 
Two days prior to the Passover:  11th – 12th of Abib 

Matt. 26:6 – 13;  Mark 14:1 – 16 

 

• Matt. 26:1 – 2  NKJV  “Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these 

sayings, that He said to His disciples, 2”You know that after two days is the 

Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”” 

 

Two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, finds Jesus 

and His disciples once again in Bethany, this time at the house of Simon the 

Leper.  This is where and when the story of the woman, with the alabaster jar of 

expensive perfume, takes place (Matt. 26:6–13; Mark 14:1–9).  She breaks the 

container and pours the perfume over the head of Jesus as he is reclined at the 

table (Matt. 26:7).  Also, unlike the account in John, this woman is not called 

specifically by named.  To be absolutely clear, this is the second time in which 

Jesus is anointed with expensive perfume (ointment) during this final week of His 

earthly life.  As we put the gospel accounts together, it becomes quite clear that 

this is a different day and at a different location than is written about in the 

gospel account from John.  As a matter of fact, this is the third time that Jesus is 

anointed by a woman with perfume.  There is an account that happened earlier 

in His ministry (Luke 7), when He is dining with Simon, the Pharisee, and an 

unnamed woman (who was a sinner) began to wash His feet with her tears, then 

wiped His feet with her hair and anointed them with fragrant oil.  It is very 

apparent that each of these three instances is distinctively different from each of 

the others.     
 

This action was done to prepare Him for His burial (Matt. 26:12; Mark 14:8).  The 

disciples were described as ‘indignant’ regarding what she had done.  Their 

reasoning was completely of the natural realm and full of common sense.  What 

they said was true, that the perfume could be sold at a high price and the 

proceeds given to the poor.  But this woman was not acting according to the 

natural realm.  She was responding in the spirit realm.  How could she have 

known that the Lord was to be crucified in the next two days?  Even the disciples 

had not come to a full realization of this fact.  She had taken, which could be 

assumed was her most valuable possession, and given it to the Lord in an act of 

worship and obedience to the Spirit of God.  This is why the Scriptures say that 

wherever the gospel is preached, what she had done will be also told, in 

memory of her (Matt. 26:13; Mark 14:9).  

 

The Greek word for this perfume is the same word used in Matthew’s account 

which, when translated, is rendered as ‘myrrh.’  As previously mentioned, this is 

not the first time that someone had given Him myrrh as a gift.  When the three 
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wise men came from the East, in search of the Christ child, they brought gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Gold symbolized divinity.  Frankincense 

symbolized holiness and righteousness.  Finally, myrrh symbolized suffering and 

death.  These gifts were a foreshadowing of the life that Jesus would live.  Just as 

in many other references throughout the Scriptures, there is a recurring theme 

that will come to completion when Nicodemus brings 100 pounds of myrrh/aloes 

for the preparation of Christ’s body in the tomb (John 19:39).        

 

This may have been what drove Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus.  In each account 

(Matthew 26; Mark 14), the next paragraph talks about Judas Iscariot going to the 

chief priests to betray Jesus.  Perhaps the fact that he missed out on a great deal 

of money was the driving force, or even the last straw, that moved him to go to 

the chief priests.  This assumption may be a real stretch, but when thinking about 

life in today’s world, how easily do people get distracted from their objectives 

when it comes to the possible gain of money/finances?                  

 

The Scriptures tell us that Judas Iscariot decided to betray the Lord for 30 pieces 

of silver (Matt. 26:15).  How was this amount determined?  Interestingly enough, 30 

pieces of silver was the price that was to be paid for the death of a slave (Exodus 

21:32).  This amount not only spoke of the Sanhedrin’s disdain for Jesus, but also 

would have been considered an insult since Jesus was, in their eyes, a free man.  

Ironically, through this action, the Sanhedrin has just confirmed Jesus’ status as a 

servant (slave).  Slaves were taken to act as servants to their masters.  In this 

same way, Jesus is acting as a servant to His Master, God, the Father. 

 

The plans to hand Jesus over to the Sanhedrin were not completed at this point.  

Each of the synoptic gospels mention that Judas Iscariot met with the Sanhedrin, 

agreed to betray Jesus, and then started looking for an opportune time to hand 

Him over to them (Matt. 26:16; Mark 13:11; Luke 22:6).  

 

 

Prophecy & Fulfillment  
The Messiah would be sold for thirty pieces of silver. 

Prophecy 
Zechariah 11:12  “Then I said to them, “If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; 

and if not, refrain.”  So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver.”   

Fulfillment 
Matthew 26:14 – 15  “And said, What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to 

you? And they weighed out and paid him thirty pieces of silver.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 


